Auditor Advisory NDT – 06-0007 

Background:


EASA part 145, which is applicable to maintenance organizations, mandates NDT personnel approval in accordance with EN4179 and also mandates NDT examinations must be under the control of a National Aerospace NDT Board. If no such National Aerospace NDT Board exists, then a National Aerospace NDT Board from another member state must be used. The same requirement does not exist for new manufacture organizations operating under EASA part 21. A UK National Aerospace NDT Board (NAndtB) was inaugurated in October 2004 and has implemented its strategy to enable organization operating under part 145 to achieve compliance. Auditors may come across companies who in addition to new manufacture (part 21) also operate under part 145 and may have implemented a common system for NDT personnel approval, which includes control of examinations by the UK NAndtB.
Expectation:



If an organization is using the UK NAndtB to control NDT personnel examinations, there are three routes to compliance:

1. Where the organization uses an outside agency to provide training and examinations, the outside agency must hold an accreditation from the British Institute of NDT for providing services relating to employer based approval schemes, i.e. EN4179. The BINDT accreditation scheme is subject to oversight by the UK NAndtB.

2. Where the organization uses its own internal resources to provide training and examination, the organization itself must hold an accreditation from the British Institute of NDT.

3. Where the organization uses PCN certification, only the qualification examinations may be used towards EN4179 approval. The organization must have a written practice detailing compliance with EN4179 in all respects. The scores of the PCN qualification examinations must be documented and the grading system per EN4179 employed. The responsible level 3 should have determined the relevance of the PCN qualifications against the organizations standards, specifications, and codes and where necessary instigated additional training and examination as appropriate. No subscribing prime to Nadcap would accept a straight PCN qualification for NDT personnel operating under part 21.
4. Where an organization is operating one or more of the above polices and this is reflected in their Quality Management System, there is no requirement to physically verify examination papers. An organization operating strictly under part 21 currently does not have to comply with the above; however, they may be using an outside agency holding BINDT accreditation. In this situation, unless their Quality Management System stipulates that are operating under the control of the UK NAndtB, you should verify examination papers as normal.

Your feedback, questions, and criticisms are welcome as always.
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