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Certification Services Division
Newton Building, St. George’s Avenue

Northampton, NN2 6JB

United Kingdom
Tel : +44(0)1604-893-811.

Fax : +44(0)1604-893-868.
E-mail: pcn@bindt.org

APPLICATIONS FOR APPROVAL OF NDT PERSONNEL (PED/02)
(enabling personnel certificated under in-house systems to meet the provisions of the Pressure Equipment Directive 97/23/EC)
INTRODUCTION 
Issue dated 2008-02-13
The Pressure Equipment Directive - 97/23/EC - was formally adopted by the European Parliament and Council on 29th May 1997, and was published in the Official journal of the European Communities No. L181 of 9th July (ISBN 011 916 0927).
The United Kingdom Secretary of State has appointed the British Institute of Non-Destructive Testing as a Recognised Third-Party Organisation under regulation 20 of the European Pressure Equipment Regulations 1999 which implement the provisions of Directive 97/23/EC of the European Parliament concerning pressure equipment. The scope of the appointment is for the approval of personnel to carry out non-destructive tests on permanent joints for pressure equipment in categories III and IV in accordance with section 3.1.3 of Schedule 2 to the Regulations.

The British Institute of Non-Destructive Testing offers PCN qualification examinations through it’s network of Authorised Qualifying Bodies in the United Kingdom and in many locations throughout the world (details of examination availability are published in PCN document PSL/4 at http://www.bindt.org/Mk1Site/PSL8a.html ). Success in these qualification examinations results in the award of PCN certificates. Those PCN certificates covering the non-destructive testing of welds provide a presumption of conformity with section 3.1.3 of Schedule 2 to the Regulations, and no procedure is necessary to 'apply' for approval when PCN 3rd party certification is involved. 
The British Institute of Non-Destructive Testing also offers approval of NDT personnel qualified through ‘in-house’ or ‘second party’ NDT personnel qualification systems for companies seeking to satisfy the provisions of the PED.  This involves an on-site audit which will include the witnessing of tests carried out by each of the NDT personnel seeking BINDT approval. Following a successful audit, BINDT issues a statement of approval for specified personnel conducting particular non-destructive tests. 

Approvals issued subsequent to the assessment will satisfy the requirements of the Pressure Equipment Directive (97/23/EC), but they are not EN 473 certificates of competence, and where Harmonised European standards such as EN 13445 and EN 13480 are called up for manufacture of pressure vessels or pipework, only EN473 certification of NDT personnel will satisfy the standards that call for such certification.
REFERENCES

97/23/EC : The Pressure Equipment Directive

PED/03 – BINDT PED fees and charges (applicable to direct clients)

PED/04 – BINDT PED NDT audit procedure

PED/05 – BINDT PED NDT audit report forms

PED/15 – EN473 qualification criteria
PED/20 – General PED information sheet

http://www.bindt.org/Certification/General_Information/Pressure_Equipment_Directive.html 
PROCEDURE

1) Upon receipt BINDT will review the application for correctness and assign a PED NDT personnel assessor from the register of BINDT auditors (listed in PED/08). 

2) An on-site audit will be conducted by BINDT appointed assessor(s) to confirm that

a) NDT personnel to be approved are correctly qualified and authorised according to a satisfactory internal qualification procedure, and 
b) the implementation of specified NDT procedures by each individual to be approved is carried out in a satisfactory manner.
3) Non-conformities

a) of a major nature shall be corrected by the organisation prior to the award of NDT Approvals. 

b) of a minor nature shall be corrected by the organisation within three calendar months. 
4) Corrective action shall be subject to BINDT assessor and BINDT management approval. This may be achieved by correspondence, but could involve a further audit by BINDT appointed assessor(s).

5) Upon completion of the on-site audit and receipt of satisfactory evidence of any agreed corrective action, the BINDT appointed assessor will forward a report and recommendations to BINDT management.

6) If, in the opinion of BINDT management, the organisation satisfactorily qualifies its NDT personnel for particular non-destructive tests performed on specified pressure equipment, and the non-destructive tests witnessed by the assessor were correctly carried out in accordance with documented NDT procedures, a schedule of approved personnel and/or a certificate of approval for each person will be issued. 

7) The certificate or schedule of approvals, which must be must be issued before the organisation is permitted to claim compliance with the Pressure Equipment Regulations with respect to approval of NDT personnel, will name the approved NDT personnel and the specific NDT methods and/or procedures  that they are approved to implement.

8) BINDT must be advised immediately of any change in the personnel named on the schedule of approvals and will reserve the right to review continuance of approval consequent upon such changes.

9) NDT Approvals will be valid for three years. At the end of the three year period of validity, the organisation must submit a further application for approval and BINDT will arrange for an on-site assessment of each individual to be approved before approvals are re-issued.
10) Organisations wishing to extend the scope of NDT personnel approvals or to have additional personnel approved will need to apply in the same way as for initial applications. 
11) BINDT reserves the right to visit any approved organisation without notice or to withdraw any NDT personnel approvals, wholly or in part, at any time.

APPLICATION FOR BINDT APPROVAL OF NDT PERSONNEL UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE PED - 97/23/EC

The information provided by the applicant will be treated strictly as commercial in confidence. Please answer all questions fully and submit in MS Word file form – and not as a portable document file (pdf). 
DETAILS OF APPLICANT ORGANISATION

	Company name & address (as it will appear on schedule of approvals):

	

	

	

	Name of main contact: 
	

	Position in company: 
	

	Telephone: 
	

	e-mail: 
	

	Site(s) at which personnel are carrying out NDT on pressure equipment:

	

	

	

	Personnel qualification/certification guidelines, specifications  or standards against which employed NDT personnel are currently qualified (e.g. SNT-TC-1A : 1996):

	

	

	Details of any company approvals held (e.g. ASME, ISO 9000, etc.):

	

	

	


NDT PERSONNEL TO BE ASSESSED FOR APPROVAL 
	Full Name (as it will appear on schedule of approvals) and NDT Level
	NDT methods for which approval is sought (e.g., MT, PT, RT & UT)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


NDT PROCEDURES USED TO TEST PRESSURE EQUIPMENT 

	Reference
	Title and scope

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


DECLARATION: 
I undertake, on behalf of the applicant organisation, to comply with the requirements set out in this and associated BINDT criteria for approval of NDT personnel, and understand that, when completed, this form, together with any subsequently issued schedule or certificate of approval, will form an agreement between the applicant organisation and BINDT.

	Name of applicant organisation
	

	Name and position of individual completing application
	

	Date of submission of application
	


NOTES:

1. Information may be provided on separate sheets if insufficient space is available on this form. 

2. This application must be accompanied by current application fee (detailed in PED/03) unless submitted through a Notified Body.

3. The completed application should be sent to the address at the head of this document marked: “In confidence for the attention of the BINDT Certification Services Division Manager” or, if in association with services provided by a Notified Body, to the local office of the Notified Body concerned marked “for onward transmission to BINDT”.

	For internal BINDT use

	Date of receipt of application
	

	Name of person processing
	

	PED audit rolling programme updated
	

	PED client number
	

	Client assessment authorised (by whom and on what date)
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The British Institute of Non-Destructive Testing is an accredited certification body offering personnel and quality management systems assessment and certification against criteria set out in international and European standards through the PCN Certification Scheme. 
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