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2021 ADVERTISING GUIDE /
NDT News is a monthly compact-newspaper-style publication aimed 
at non-destructive testing technicians and inspection, condition 
monitoring and quality practitioners.

It incorporates the Branch bulletin of the British Institute of NDT, which 
was formerly a supplement known as NDT NEWS, and NewsLink, the 
newsletter of the International Association of Quality Practitioners (the 
IAQP).

Each month it is circulated free to BINDT and IAQP members – 
approximately 2500 in total – and each quarter (in the months of March, 
June, September and December) it is in addition circulated to all PCN 
certifi cate holders – around an additional 15,000.

NDT News thus forms a very attractive vehicle for advertisers and 
communicators who wish to penetrate this vital sector. Advertising 
reservations and editorial contributions are welcome. Please turn the 
page for advertising rates and further details.

NDT News is normally published on or about 
the 1st of the month of issue.

Innovative Scottish technology 

company Novosound receives  

£3.3 million investment 

Foresight Group has 

announced a £500,000 

investment from the 

Foresight Scottish Growth Fund 

in award-winning novel thin-film 

ultrasound technology company 

Novosound Ltd. The Fund is 

financed by the Scottish Growth 

Scheme through a combination of 

Scottish government funds and the 

European Regional Development 

Fund (ERDF).  

The investment was part of a 

larger £3.3 million round led by 

Foresight Williams Technology EIS 

Fund, which invested £1.5 million,  

alongside £1.3 million from 

existing shareholders, including 

Par Equity, Kelvin Capital, Gabriel 

Investments, the University of the 

West of Scotland and the Scottish 

Investment Bank, the investment 

arm of Scottish Enterprise. 

Novosound was established in 

2018 by Dave Hughes, CTO, and 

Richard Cooper, CEO, as a spin-out 

from the University of the West of 

Scotland, where Hughes invented 

its core IP during his time as a 

Research Fellow. Richard brings 

industry expertise as a successful 

technology entrepreneur. 

Utilising the latest thin-

film deposition techniques, 

Novosound’s patented innovation 

represents a turning point for 

ultrasound sensor technology. 

Operating in a high growth market 

valued at £35 billion, the company 

has developed a unique thin-
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Left to right: Novosound’s Richard Cooper (CEO) and Dave 

Hughes (CTO) with Graeme McKinstry (Foresight Group)
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Wherever you are in your NDT career, 

BINDT has a comprehensive apprenticeship 

pathway to progress you to the next level

n	 Highly-regarded NDT apprenticeships at Operator, Technician 

 and Engineer level

n	 Training and certification through the globally recognised PCN 

 Scheme, which meets the requirements of ISO 9712 and EN 4179 

 standards in the UK, plus other industry-recognised qualifications

n	 End-point assessment package that delivers maximum benefit 

 at minimum cost, including advice, technical support and 

 guidance documents, personal log book and one year’s free 

 Engineering Council registration on successful completion 

 (where applicable)

film core material that eliminates 

the limitations associated with 

existing ultrasound sensor 

solutions. 
The new sensor technology has 

enabled the company to produce 

higher resolution imaging, ‘fit and 

forget’ sensors that can operate 

continuously at high temperatures 

and what it claims is the world’s 

first truly flexible ultrasound 

sensor. While the technology will 

allow the company to develop 

products for the healthcare and 

wearables markets in the future, 

applications of the technology 

centre around the NDT market 

at present. Novosound’s flexible 

sensors can significantly improve 

the inspection of curved surfaces 

in aerospace, automotive and 

industrial applications. Its fit and 

forget sensors, with the ability to 

withstand high temperatures and 

be permanently installed, enable 

completely new applications, 

such as the real-time monitoring 

of high-value oil & gas assets, to 

predict necessary maintenance 

and greatly reduce downtime. 

The investment will allow 

the company to match fund 

a £1 million research and 

development (R&D) grant for 

product development from 

Scottish Enterprise and pursue 

its ambitious expansion plans 

into global markets and new 

industries. The company will 

draw on Foresight’s track record 

of supporting the growth of 

early-stage innovative technology 

companies and Williams’ 

extensive expertise in ultrasound 

NDT techniques currently applied 

by its F1 team. 

Graeme McKinstry, 

Investment Manager at Foresight, 

commented: “Novosound is an 

excellent example of the talent 

and innovation coming out of 

universities in Scotland. We are 

delighted to have the opportunity 

to support entrepreneurs in the 

region and invest in early-stage 

innovative Scottish businesses 

through the Foresight Scottish 

Growth Fund, in partnership with 

Foresight Williams Technology 

EIS Fund. 
“The highly disruptive 

technology developed by the 

company has global market 

application with the potential 

to contribute to increased 

productivity, with applications 

across many industries, including 

oil & gas and infrastructure. The 

investment will also enable the 

company to pursue opportunities 

in untapped markets, such as 

healthcare and wearables.” 

Dave Hughes added: “This 

investment is really exciting for 

the team at Novosound as it will 

help us scale our operations and 

launch our advanced sensors 

for industrial monitoring and 

inspection. We are delighted to 

be working with the teams at 

Foresight and Williams, who 

have proved themselves thus far 

as ideal partners for our growing 

technology business.”
www.novosound.ne

t

www.foresightgroup
.eu

Phoenix ISL awarded 

contract for nuclear 

NDT inspection 

solutions

Phoenix Inspection Systems 

Limited has announced 

that it has recently been 

awarded a contract by Framatome 

to supply custom-designed 

scanning solutions for NDT 

inspections within the primary 

circuits of boiling water reactors 

(BWRs) and pressurised water 

reactors (PWRs) within nuclear 

power plants in Finland.

Left to right: Wayne Jones (James Fisher Nuclear), Andrew Brewis, 

David Barr and Bryan Forth (Phoenix ISL) and Dustin Pischke and 

Harald Schaefer (Framatome), pictured during a site visit to James 

Fisher Nuclear to look at opportunities to combine Phoenix’s 

ultrasonic solutions with remotely operated vehicles (ROVs)

Pipeline inspection 

using optical gas 

imaging

FLIR Systems has published 

a new application spotlight 

that highlights the role 

its optical gas imaging (OGI) 

cameras are playing in detecting 

gas leaks in oil and gas pipelines.

Oil and gas pipelines often 

stretch long distances and carry a 

variety of materials. Sometimes the 

pipes fail, resulting in liquid leaks 

or fugitive emissions of gas being 

released into the environment. 

Leaks may be caught at an early 

stage through routine inspections, 

but this is challenging to accomplish 

when there are many miles of 

pipeline in a system and they are 

often in remote locations. Oil & gas 

companies need the flexibility to be 

able to clearly identify pipeline leaks 

remotely and with live inspection 

personnel on site. 

Thermal imaging technology 

makes it possible to quickly 

inspect pipelines for leaks, both 

on and off site. With a hand-

held thermal camera, such as the 

FLIR GF620, maintenance teams 

can complete on-site inspections 

for temperature problems and 

hydrocarbon gas emissions. For 

remote inspections of pipelines, 

an unmanned aerial vehicle – or 

drone – allows operators to easily 

inspect pipelines that are located 

both above and below ground. 

The application spotlight 

describes how oil & gas technicians 

and engineers are identifying 

leaks day and night using FLIR 

hand-held thermal imagers or 

drone-mounted payloads. A 

hand-held thermal imager is the 

easiest way to inspect pipelines in 

locations contained within a large 

facility. For pipelines in remote 

locations, a drone-mounted FLIR 

solution offers the most efficient 

results. It not only allows a quick 

and thorough inspection of the 

pipeline to be performed but also 

enables the user to quickly assess 

the information and relay issues 

to a control room for corrective 

action. Real-time streaming can 

also immediately transmit visual 

and thermal data to control room 

operators for fast corrective action. 

www.flir.com/oilandgas/

transmission-transportatio
n
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The automated solutions will 

be deployed inside reactor pressure 

vessels (RPVs) using remotely 

operated vehicles to inspect branch 

nozzles. In-service inspections are 

critical to monitor and maintain 

the integrity of the nozzles and 

to ensure the performance and 

efficiency of the reactor.

Phoenix ISL is proud to be 

awarded this challenging project 

and, with over 35 years’ experience 

in developing and manufacturing 

customised solutions for 

the nuclear power industry, 

Framatome will benefit from the 

experience and extensive expertise 

of the team at Phoenix ISL to 

deliver a fleet of efficient ultrasonic 

NDT scanning solutions.

www.phoenixisl.com

Eddyfi acquires Halfwave and  ART technology
Eddyfi/NDT has announced the acquisition of Halfwave, headquartered in Bergen, Norway. Halfwave is the owner of the proprietary acoustic resonance technology (ART), an ultrasound-based technique that allows high-precision measurements to be carried out in imperfect conditions and without the need for liquid couplant. The company is currently active worldwide in the field of subsea inspection and pipeline in-line inspection (ILI) and has over 70 employees and additional offices in Oslo, Norway, and Houston, Texas, USA. Martin Theriault, CEO of Eddyfi/NDT, said: “We are first and foremost an NDT technology company. The uniqueness and proprietary nature of the ART technique was an opportunity we could not miss. This acquisition is very synergetic for our group, impacting all three of our business units. Eddyfi Technologies will benefit from leveraging a new modality to create a multitude of new applications. TSC Subsea will add a second, highly differentiated modality to its offering. NDT Global will officially enter the in-service gas pipeline segment and present a competitive alternative to electromagnetic acoustic transducers (EMATs) for stress corrosion cracking (SCC) detection. All in all, the transaction reinforces  Eddyfi/NDT’s positioning as a high-end, high-performance solution provider, agnostic to any particular modality.” 

determined to succeed. What better way to accelerate their entry into the advanced integrated inspection strategy than with a play in both ILI and subsea,” said David Lewin, Senior Partner at Novacap (TMT). This transaction is the team’s eighth acquisition in less than four years. “In addition to successfully executing its ambitious growth plan, Eddyfi/NDT has demonstrated a strong ability to integrate companies into its portfolio, becoming a world leader in its industry,” said Charles Emond, President and Chief Executive Officer of CDPQ. 

Halfwave Subsea will merge with TSC Subsea and the two units will mutually benefit from larger scale and market access.  Halfwave AS, the ILI entity, kicked off its integration with NDT Global at the Pipeline Pigging and Integrity Management Conference (PPIM 2020) in Houston. The initial focus will be on creating rapid sales synergies. NDT Global’s operational know-how, experience and footprint will improve the robustness of the ART inspection service. The integration process is expected to be finalised during the course of 2020. This will allow the Halfwave team to remain focused on continuing to develop the science for onshore metal thickness applications, as well as crack inspection. Novacap, alongside its  co-investors, and Caisse de dépôt et placement du Québec (CDPQ), along with the National Bank of Canada and Investissement Québec, have provided their support for the transaction. “The team at Eddyfi/NDT is highly 
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GE Inspection rebrands as Waygate Technologies
The inspection technologies business of Baker Hughes Digital Solutions introduced a new name, logo and website on 28 January 2020. Formerly GE Inspection Technologies (GEIT), the business is now called Waygate Technologies, a Baker Hughes business. 

As a world leader in non-destructive testing (NDT), Waygate Technologies offers a broad portfolio of industrial inspection solutions, including radiography and computed tomography, remote visual inspection and ultrasound and eddy current technologies, that ensure quality, safety and productivity for the customer. Founded in 2004, GEIT joined Baker Hughes in 2017 when GE merged its oil & gas business with Baker Hughes Inc. GEIT’s rebrand to Waygate Technologies comes as part of Baker Hughes’ planned separation from GE, following GE’s divestment of its majority ownership in the company in 2019. With a new brand, Waygate Technologies will continue to be a leader in industrial inspection and remain a part of Baker Hughes in the digital solutions segment. Waygate Technologies brings together more than 125 years of experience and the rich expertise and heritage of its strong legacy names such as Krautkrämer, phoenix|x-ray, Seifert, Everest and AGFA NDT Technologies, as well as the unrivalled 

Electric Power Research Institute develops virtual NDE system
The Electric Power Research Institute’s (EPRI’s) Non-Destructive Evaluation (NDE) programme has developed a virtual non-destructive evaluation (VNDE) game-changing technology that it claims will transform the way practical training for ultrasonic testing and inspection is delivered. The VNDE system allows a user to interact with a simulated inspection application. Using a simulated ultrasonic transducer and a simulated pipe containing a weld, the user interfaces with an on-screen display that simulates manually scanned ultrasonic data (‘plays back’ previously recorded ultrasonic testing (UT) data).VNDE enables:  n Effective and affordable practical training by eliminating the need for maintaining an inventory of intentionally ‘flawed’ NDE mock-ups

 n Real-time hands-on remote training by eliminating the need for instructors and NDE practitioners to be in the same place
 n Access to controlled and diverse datasets (ie the ultrasonic data that is displayed via the VNDE system) from multiple industries.

Halfwave’s acoustic resonance technology allows for high-
precision measurements in imperfect conditions

Since 1981, EPRI’s NDE programme has established itself  as a world leader in the development and application of innovative NDE solutions to support the power generating industry. Although historically focused on the electric power industry, EPRI’s NDE programme has expanded and many of its technologies can be applied to other industries. With an increasing focus on transferring its NDE technology to other industries, EPRI will discuss the development of its new VNDE system at the 20th World Conference on Non-Destructive Testing (20th WCNDT). The conference, originally scheduled for 8-12 June 2020 in Seoul, South Korea, has been postponed in view of serious health concerns and worldwide travel restrictions caused by the current global COVID-19 pandemic. At the rescheduled event, which will be held from 31 May to 4 June 2021 at Songdo Convensia, Incheon, Korea, visitors to the EPRI exhibit will see the VNDE system features and experience the realism of the VNDE system first-hand. EPRI staff will also be on hand to discuss how organisations can participate in EPRI’s collaborative NDE research programmes.

precision and quality of German  engineering. 
The new brand name signifies two things. The term ‘Way’ refers to a new direction for manufacturing and quality control. The term ‘Gate’ describes the role Waygate Technologies plays in meeting the quality standards as an inspection checkpoint. 

The new logo shows advanced 3D inspection in an abstract way. It implies both the scanning of a 3D cube as well as the three key technologies used for NDT inspection: radiography, computed tomography and ultrasound. 
Nicola Jannis, Senior Vice President of Waygate Technologies at Baker Hughes, sees the launch of Waygate  Technologies as an important step for the next phase of the business: “We wanted to create a new identity that reflects what we stand for today and in the future: ensuring safety, quality and productivity for major industries around the world. We have been known as an industrial inspection solutions company and a world leader in non-destructive testing. We are, however, also driving innovations to deliver data and insights that will not only improve the quality and durability of products across industries, but also significantly enhance our customers’ productivity and competitiveness.” 
www.bakerhughesds.com/waygate-technologies

Halfwave was acquired from its main shareholders – EV Private Equity, Shell Technology Ventures, Chevron Technology Ventures and DNV GL – in addition to key employee shareholders. Einar Gamman, Halfwave’s Chair and Senior Partner at EV Private Equity, observed: “It was very important for the shareholders to find a buyer that could continue perfecting the ART technique and accelerate its global adoption. Following a competitive process, we found there was no better entity than Eddyfi/NDT to deliver the most prosperous future for the ART offering. I want to thank the staff at Halfwave, who have, since our initial investment in 2012, developed and commercialised a set of disruptive asset integrity inspection techniques and, as such, I am proud that we are positively contributing to the important global targets of safer operations of, and reduced emissions from, the upstream and midstream hydrocarbon industry.”
www.eddyfi.com
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metal thickness applications, as well as crack inspection. Novacap, alongside its 

2019. With a new brand, Waygate Technologies will continue to be a leader in industrial inspection and remain a part of Baker Hughes in the digital solutions segment. Waygate Technologies brings 
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…engineering safety, integrity and reliability

Stand out from the crowdProve your engineering competence with engineering registration through BINDT

Chartered Engineer (CEng), Incorporated Engineer (IEng) 
or Engineering Technician (EngTech) registration is available 
through the British Institute of Non-Destructive Testing and each 
highlights your professional attitude and potential to employers, 
clients and colleagues, opening doors internationally to new 
networks, business and career possibilities.To gain recognition of your engineering capability, experience 

and commitment, email: professional.registration@bindt.orgwww.bindt.org
The British Institute of NDT, Midsummer House, Riverside Way, Bedford Road, 

Northampton NN1 5NX, UK. Tel: +44 (0)1604 438300; Fax: +44 (0)1604 438301

Chemetall Limited announces office move The Surface Treatment global business unit of BASF’s Coatings division, operating under the Chemetall brand, has moved to a new facility in Milton Keynes, UK. Christophe Cazabeau, Senior Vice President Surface Treatment of BASF, officially opened the new Chemetall Limited office and laboratory facility at Napier House during a ribbon-cutting ceremony.

Baugh & Weedon paves the way for Kodak’s imaging legacy to return to the NDT market in the UK and Ireland Baugh & Weedon Ltd has announced that, from  1 April 2020, it will be the UK and Ireland distribution partner for Kodak industrial X-ray films, working alongside the Kodak team in Rochester, USA, to deliver the very best in film quality and choice for the NDT industry. On 6 May 2019, Eastman Kodak Company announced the introduction of Kodak industrial X-ray films and chemicals for NDT to the US market before looking for the right partners to expand its global network. The reintroduction of NDT X-ray film products highlights Kodak’s ongoing commitment to and investment in film. Kodak’s reintroduction of Ektachrome film is a recent example of the resurgence in demand for analogue film.Baugh & Weedon’s level of expertise and experience within NDT and the use of film for NDT applications means that it is an excellent business partner and fit for Kodak. With a nationwide applications/sales team and bases in Hereford, Aberdeen, Birmingham and St Albans, Baugh & Weedon is well equipped to deliver the Kodak product range to the UK market with confidence and professionalism. Importantly, Baugh & Weedon is holding film stock on site for immediate delivery.Mike Reilly, CEO of Baugh & Weedon, said: “Having worked with Kodak in the 2000s, I am delighted to be positively 

Baugh & Weedon has become UK and Ireland distribution 
partner for Kodak industrial film

supporting their return to the UK industrial film market. Kodak film is renowned for its consistency and quality and we will be aiming to deliver an excellent service and value to our clients in the UK and Ireland. Along with our PFINDER range of magnetic testing (MT)/penetrant testing (PT) chemicals and NDT Italiana couplants, Baugh & Weedon is now offering a full range of NDT consumables.”Film radiography is an NDT technique used to check internal integrity when inspecting parts and assemblies in the aerospace, oil and automotive industries. The ruggedness and flexibility of film make it ideal for use in harsh conditions. Kodak industrial X-ray films are ASTM E1815 certified, with a rugged durability for high-demand applications. Kodak’s T-grain emulsion delivers technology that maximises contrast 

and minimises noise. Customers can expect great attention to detail for each speed range with a Chemetall has relocated to a new facility at Napier House, 
Milton KeynesEngineering Council joins register of EQA providers

The Engineering Council has been approved by the Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education (IfATE) as the External Quality Assurance (EQA) provider for the following engineering apprenticeship standards:n ST0063 – Building Services Design Technician
n	ST0091 – Civil Engineering Technician
n	ST0457 – Engineering Technician
n	ST0315 – Railway Engineering Design Technician
n	ST0288 – Non-Destructive Testing Engineering Techniciann	ST0336 – Transport Planning Technician.

This activity is in line with the Engineering Council’s support for the delivery of high-quality apprenticeships that meet the needs of employers and apprentices, assuring the public of the competence of those who are successful and supporting individuals on their journey towards professional registration.The system of EQA provides for independent monitoring of the end-point assessment (EPA) that apprentices undertake at the end of their apprenticeships to ensure that it is fair, consistent and robust across different apprenticeship standards and between different assessment organisations.IfATE has a statutory responsibility to ensure that the quality of the EPA is evaluated through EQA. Its EQA framework sets out how this activity must be carried out to ensure it is 

powerful image quality and tone. Offering excellent processing flexibility, Kodak industrial films are effective in long and short cycles. They are resistant to static and heat and incredibly sturdy.“Kodak film products have earned us a long-standing reputation as a leader in quality,” said Nagraj Bokinkere, General Manager, Commercial Films, Kodak. “We are excited to offer what we expect will be market-leading Kodak industrial X-ray films and chemicals at an attractive price.”Baugh & Weedon will have the full Kodak range of film and chemicals at its UK shows this year.
www.bw-nde.com

undertaken consistently and to a high standard. EQA providers are required to maintain high standards of integrity and professionalism.
The Engineering Council is the most appropriate body to carry out this quality assurance for engineering-related apprenticeships because it licenses professional engineering institutions to carry out the assessment of individuals seeking registration, in accordance with required Engineering Council standards and prescribed processes. These standards apply across the profession, regardless of sector or discipline, making the Engineering Council ideally placed to ensure consistency and quality of assessment.

Alasdair Coates, Engineering Council CEO, said: “The Engineering Council’s vision is to maintain society’s confidence and trust in the engineering profession. We achieve this through working with partners across the professional engineering community and are pleased to receive approval to formally provide assurance that the assessment of engineering apprentices is carried out in a robust and consistent manner. Apprenticeships are a well-established route to professional registration and into engineering careers at all levels.”
The Engineering Council notes that the Department for Education will be launching a consultation on the delivery of EQA. Stakeholders are encouraged to engage with this and share their views.

www.engc.org.uk

Napier House has been redesigned and reflects BASF’s office interiors. The main floor exhibits an open floor design, enabling teams across other departments to engage and cultivate an environment conducive to collaboration. In particular, the new ‘break-out area’ is an ideal space for employees to come together for meetings, refreshments and company events. The facility is also inclusive of conference rooms dedicated to departmental meetings. “The workspace was designed to meet modern work practices. The fully optimised office layout will help increase productivity and efficiency,” explained Jason Bird, Chemetall Quality Manager, who led the office transition project. 

The newly designed laboratory located on the ground floor offers dye penetrant testing, a ‘wet lab’ to process and test customers’ products and panels, salt spray cabinets and a powder coating room. The laboratory also includes new testing equipment to meet customer demand and cater to current and future testing requirements. The SEM room is now open for customers to view images of the sample surfaces treated with 

Chemetall’s pretreatment product portfolio. 
“The new workspace provides significant opportunity for the fusion of all departments and functions. It encourages greater employee communication and facilitates knowledge sharing between the teams,” commented Wayne Brown, Managing Director.  “Our newly enhanced facility not only fits the modern concept of collaborative workspace, it demonstrates our commitment to continuous improvement in the technology, safety and quality of our production sites to drive sustainable solutions in a close, partnership-based cooperation with our customers,” said Christophe. 

www.chemetall.com
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