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Introduction

The PCN Scheme is an international programme for the certification of conformance of non-destructive testing personnel which
satisfies the requirements of ISO9712 (latest version) and a number of other British, European and international standards.

The Council of the British Institute of NDT constitutes a Certification Management Committee and delegates to the CMC the
responsibility for maintaining a management overview of the operations of its Certification Services Division. Membership of
boards and committees is open to the participation of individuals and organisations. Further information on the work of
committees and committee membership is available from The Certification Services Division of the British Institute of NDT.

The CMC fulfils the requirement for a Scheme Committee in terms of ISO/IEC 17024 (Personnel Certification) and an Impartiality
Committee in terms of ISO/IEC 17021 (Management Systems Certification).

There is a wide range of qualification examinations available within the Scheme, covering various NDT metheds and techniques.
Authorised Qualifying Bodies are independent organisations (see definition: "Authorised Qualifying Bodies") which have been
audited against rigorous criteria prior to authorisation, and which are subject to regular surveillancefOrganisations anywhere in
the world wishing to explore the possibility of being authorised to conduct PCN examinations‘are encouraged«to discuss the
potential for their involvement with BINDT Certification Services.

This document, which is implemented with effect from 1% January 2024, sets out the general requirements and procedures
common to all central parts of the scheme. Supplementary appendices and supporting documents are published covering specific
examinations applicable to various industry and product sectors.

This document is supported by a suite of other BINDT/PCN documents that are referenced hereintand available from the BINDT
Website (www.bindt.org). Prime Appendices supporting this document are listed belew. These appendices contain details
related to each main NDT method and the certifications available including the availableitechnigues, industry sectors and
product sectors.

e  PCN24/GEN/APP/ET
e  PCN24/GEN/APP/MT
e  PCN24/GEN/APP/PT
e PCN24/GEN/APP/UT
e  PCN24/GEN/APP/RT
e  PCN24/GEN/APP/VT

This series of documents is designed to provide comprehensive information for users of the PCN Scheme. The complete list of
published PCN documents is detailed in publication reference PCN24/PSL8A. PCN documents are also available for download from
the Institute's web site at www.bindt.org

PRESSURE EQUIPMENT (SAFETY) REGULATIONS (PESR)

The Pressure Equipment (Safety) Regulations 2016 implemented Directive 2014/68/EU on pressure equipment and assemblies.
The British Institute ofgNon-Destructive Testing is a Recognised Third-Party Organisation accredited by UKAS, under Pressure
Equipment (Safety)«Regulations 2016: Guidance (GB) which implement the provisions of Directive 2014/68/EU concerning
pressure equipment. The scope of the appointment is for the approval of personnel to carry out Non-Destructive tests on
permanent jointsiforpressurg equipment in categories Ill and IV in accordance with section 22 of Schedule 2 to the Regulations.

All PCN certification valid for the welding and pre & in-service inspection sectors satisfies the Pressure Equipment (Safety)
Regulations 2016: Guidance (GB).

For furtherclarification of PCN compliance with the Pressure Equipment (Safety) Regulations 2016: Guidance (GB) and European
Pressure Equipment Directive 2014/68/EU please visit the BINDT website:
https://www.bindt.org/Certification/pressure-equipment-directive/

Copies of PCN documents are available free of charge from www.bindt.org. Organisations requiring at all times to be in possession
of the most up to date PCN documents may register with the "PCN Update Scheme" which, for a small annual fee, guarantees that
they automatically receive all new or revised PCN documents in electronic form.

It is intended, through publication of these documents, to provide PCN candidates and certificate holders with all relevant
information. However, if further information or advice is required on any certification matter, please contact the Certification
Services Division of BINDT on telephone number +44 (01604) 438300, or email questions to pcn@bindt.org.


http://www.bindt.org/
http://www.bindt.org/
https://www.bindt.org/Certification/pressure-equipment-directive/
http://www.bindt.org/
mailto:pcn@bindt.org
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Scope

This document describes a system for the qualification and certification of personnel who perform non-destructive
testing within specified industry sectors.

Specific details of the certification offered via the PCN Scheme, including what NDT methods, certification levels and
industry sectors are available, are contained in the appropriate supplementary documents that support this document.
A list of the current supplementary documents is published within document PCN24/PSL8A.

This document incorporates provisions from other PCN publications, all of which are available from the British Institute
of NDT at www.bindt.org, and which are listed below under "References".

References

Regulations

2014/68/EU — Pressure Equipment Directive
IRR17 - lonising Radiations Regulations 2017
Standards (Latest issues)

ISO/IEC17024 General requirements for bodies operating certification systems of perséns

CEN/TS 15053: Non-destructive testing — Recommendations for discontinuitiesstypes in test specimens for examination
CEN ISO/TR 25107: Non-destructive testing — Guidelines for NDT training syllabuses (ISO/TR 25107)

CEN ISO/TR 25108: Non-destructive testing — Guidelines for NDT personnel training organisations (ISO/TR 25108)

EN ISO 9712: Non-destructive testing - Qualification and certification of personnel

ISO 18490: Non-destructive testing — Evaluation of vision acuity ofiNDT' personnel

Wherever there is a conflict between the requirements of standardiconcerning NDT personnel qualification and certification, the PCN Scheme will
meet or exceed the EN I1SO 9712 criterion unless otherwiséindicated by text placed within a frame similar to that in which this text is displayed.

2.3. PCN documents (referenced herein):
PCN24/PSL4  Examinationyavailability
PCN24/PSL8A PCN‘Documents)- Issue status
PCN24/PSL28 _late andideferred application
PCN24/PSL30 “Log of pre-certification experience
PCN24/PSL31 Useof PCN'& UKAS Logo
PCN24/PSL44 Vision Requirements
PCN24/PSL49), Examination exemptions for holders of certification other than PCN
PCN24/PSL56A,, Verification of candidate identification
PCN24/PSL57A  Application for examination
PCN24/PSL57C Application for certification, experience gained post examination (including PCN24/F18
PCN24/PSL70 Request for L2 certificate issue to a L3 certificate holder
PCN24/CP08 Approval of NDT training organisations
PCN24/CP09 Requirements for BINDT Authorised Qualifying Bodies
PCN24/CP14 BINDT Audit Procedure
PCN24/CP16 Renewal and recertification of PCN Levels 1, 2 & 3 certificates
PCN24/CP19 Informal access to Authorised Qualifying Bodies by third parties
PCN24/CP21 Complaints and appeals
PCN24/CP22 Marking and grading PCN practical examinations

PCN24/CP25 Guidelines for the preparation of NDT procedures and instructions
in PCN examinations

PCN24/CP27 Code of Ethics for PCN certificate Holders
Terms and Definitions.

For the purposes of this document, the following definitions apply:


http://www.bindt.org/
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Applicant — person who has submitted an application to be admitted into the certification process

Approved Training Organisation (ATO) — A legal entity assessed against the criteria in CEN ISO/TR 25108 and approved
by BINDT to provide specified training courses for personnel intending to attempt a PCN or other specified examination.

Authorised Examination Centre (AEC) — a location, approved by BINDT, where PCN examinations are conducted.

Authorised Qualifying Body (AQB) - A body, independent of any single predominant interest, satisfying the criteria
detailed in PCN document reference PCN24/CP09 and authorised by the British Institute of NDT to prepare and
administer PCN examinations to qualify NDT personnel.

Appropriately Qualified Personnel - Individuals carrying out supervision of candidates for PCN certification holding
relevant certification issued by a BINDT recognised certification body meeting the requirements of ISQ/IEC1 7024

Note: The certification concerned must include supervisory competence and have a similar technical scope @s that.certification which
is the subject of surveillance. Where there are insufficient appropriately qualified persons in a country outside of theyUnited Kingdom
to satisfy the requirement, supervision of PCN candidates may be carried out by persons holding relevant qualification acceptable to
BINDT.

Basic Examination - written examination, at Level 3, which demonstrates the candidate’s'knowledge of the materials
science and process technology and types of discontinuities, the specific qualification and certtification system, and the
basic principles of NDT methods as required for Level 2.

Candidate - individual seeking qualification and certification and who gains experience under the supervision of suitably
qualified personnel.

Certificate — document, issued by the certification body under the provisions of the applicable standard, indicating that
the named person has demonstrated the competence(s) defined on the certificate

Certification - procedure used by BINDT to confirm that the qualification requirements for a method, level and sector
have been fulfilled, leading to the issue of a certificate

Note: The issuing of a certificate does not authorise the holdertowoperate; this authority can only be given by the employer.

Certification Body - The body that administers procedures for certification of NDT personnel in accordance with this
specification and fulfils the requirements of dSO/IEC 17024.

Note: In the present case, the Certification Bédy is the British Institute of Non-Destructive Testing, which manages and administers the
PCN Scheme.

Certification cycle - maximum_period,of timeipermitted from the date of certification to the date of recertification
inclusive of the renewal period.

Certification process - activities by.whichwa certification body determines that a person fulfils certification requirements,
including application, assessment, ‘decision on certification, renewal , recertification and use of certificates and
logos/marks.

Certification réquirementsi- set of specified requirements, including requirements of the scheme to be fulfilled in order
to establishfor maintain certification.

Closedibook examination - examination administered without access to any reference materials unless approved by the
Certification Body (Formulae etc.)

Competence -jability to apply knowledge and skills to achieve intended results.

Employer)- The organisation for which a candidate or holder of certification works on a regular basis. An employer may
also,be a candidate.

Examination - mechanism that is part of the assessment which measures a candidate's competence by one or more
means

Examination centre - centre approved by the certification body where examinations are carried out
Examination element - component of an examination

Examiner - person certified to Level 3 in the method and product or industrial sector for which he/she is authorised by
the British Institute of NDT to conduct, supervise and grade the qualification examination.

Face-to-face - ‘in person’, ‘at the same location’, ‘at the same time’
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General Examination — a written examination, at Level 1 or 2, concerned with the principles of an NDT method.

Higher education - formal learning that occurs after completion of secondary education in the field of engineering or
science.

Industrial NDT Experience — the experience needed to acquire the skill and knowledge to fulfil the provisions of
qualification in the appropriate sector, and which is gained under the supervision of Appropriately Qualified Personnel,
in the application of the NDT method in the sector concerned.

Note: Experience may be acquired either prior to (for level 1 and 2 entry only) or following success in the qualification examination.
However, the chances of success in a PCN examination may be significantly reduced if candidates have little or no current experience in
the application of the NDT method in the sector concerned.

In the event that the PCN examination has been passed by a candidate lacking the experience required for certification, BINDT will issue
a letter of attestation to the successful candidate indicating that he or she has passed the qualification examination and'needs only to
meet the experience requirement in order to be certificated. Records of experience obtained post examination shallibe presented on
PCN form PCN24/PSL30 .

Invigilator - An individual trained by an AQB in the process of examination invigilation to BINDT requirements, particularly
with respect to the points to be observed during a practical examination, and wha,is impartialwith respect to the
candidate(s) under examination. Invigilators shall be authorised in writing by BINDT'en thelAQBschedule of authorisation.

Job-specific training - instruction, provided by the employer (or their agent) té'the candidate or certificate holder in those
aspects of non-destructive testing specific to the employer’s products, NDT equipment, NDT procedures, and applicable
codes, standards and specifications, leading to the award of operating autherisation.

Note: A job specific examination, which is often solely of a practical nature, may be conducted by the employer as a part of the NDT
personnel authorisation procedure (the British Institute of NDT publishes guidance fordemployers in conducting and recording such
examinations), or by a BINDT Authorised Qualifying Body.

Main NDT Method Examination - written examinationj”at Level 3, which demonstrates the candidate’s general and
specific knowledge of the applicable NDT method, and the ability to wfite NDT procedures for the NDT method as applied
in the industrial or product sector(s) for which certifiecation is sought.

Multiple choice examination question - A quéstion wordedhin'a manner giving rise to four potential replies, only one of
which is correct, the remaining three being incorrect orincomplete

NDT Instruction/Written Instruction »A written descrigtion of the precise steps to be followed in testing to an established
standard, code, specification or NDT procedure.

NDT Media - testing products dsed,to create visible indications caused by imperfections or flaws

EXAMPLE Magnetic powder, contrastaidpaints, colour contrast penetrant, developer.

NDT Method - Discipling,applying a physical principle in Non-Destructive Testing (for example, Ultrasonic Testing).
NDT Personnel - persennel who perform non-destructive testing

NDT Procedure s written deseription of all essential parameters and precautions to be applied when non-destructively
testing products in‘accordance with standard(s), code(s) or specification(s). An NDT Procedure can involve the application
of more than one NDTaMethod or Technique

NDT Technique=Aispecific way of utilising an NDT method (for example, ultrasonic immersion technique).

NDT Training -‘a process of instruction in theory and practice in the NDT method in which certification is sought, which
takes theiform of training courses to a syllabus approved by BINDT.

Open book examination - examination administered with access to specific reference material that is provided with or
referenced in the examination

Operating Authorisation - written statement issued by the employer, based upon the scope of certification, authorising
the individual to carry out defined tasks. Authorisation may be dependent on the provision of job-specific training.

Practical Examination - assessment of practical skills in which the candidate demonstrates familiarity with and the ability
to operate the necessary test equipment, to perform the test using prescribed specimens, and to record and to analyse
the resulting information to the degree required.

Product Technology - knowledge and understanding of the associated materials and product science required to ensure
that NDT operators, can effectively confirm where discontinuities and or flaws are likely to occur during the



3.40.

3.41.

3.42.

3.43.

3.44.

3.45.

3.46.

3.47.

3.48.

3.49.

3.50.

3.51.
3.52.

3.53.

3.54.

3(55.

3.56.

3.57.

3.58.
3.59.

NDT PCN24/GEN

warnmrwe  GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR QUALIFICATION sue 01
[X]MMFE]  AND PCN CERTIFICATION OF NDT PERSONNEL e e O s

manufacturing process, or as a direct consequence of mechanisms such as fatigue throughout the in-service lifecycle of
a material or product

Qualification - Demonstration of physical attributes, knowledge, skill, training and experience required to properly
perform NDT tasks

Qualification Examination - An examination administered directly by the British Institute of NDT or by an Authorised
Qualifying Body, which assesses the general, specific and practical knowledge and skill of the candidate.

Qualified supervision - supervision of candidates gaining experience by NDT personnel certificated under the PCN
Scheme or by non-certificated personnel who, in the opinion of BINDT, possess the knowledge, skill, training and
experience required to properly perform such supervision.

Recertification - procedure for revalidation of a certificate by examination or by otherwise satisfying the'certification
body that the published criteria for recertification are satisfied.

Referee - individual that attests the validity of the candidate’s industrial experience.

Record of Certification - Document listing all PCN certification issued under the rules specified in\PCN documentation,
indicating that the named individual has demonstrated proficiency in performing, NDT)\within the scope of the
certification.

Remote Training Centre — location, approved by BINDT, where an ATO conducts,BINDT.validated'training courses.

Renewal - Procedure for revalidation of a certificate without examination‘at anytime up to five years after success in an
initial, supplementary or recertification examination.

Sector - A particular section of industry or technology where specialised NDT pragctices are used, requiring specific product
related knowledge, skill, equipment or training. A sector may be interpreted to mean a product (castings, welds or
wrought products) or an industry (railway or in-service testing).

Significant Interruption - absence from (or a change of)work activityavhich prevents the holder of PCN certification from
practising the duties corresponding to his or her level in the method and sector(s) for which certification was issued, for
(a) a continuous period in excess of one year or,(b) two or,more’periods for a total time exceeding two years.

Note: Legal holidays, or periods of sickness or courses, of less than thirty days are not taken into account when calculating the
interruption.

Specific Examination - written examination,at Level'l or Level 2, concerned with testing techniques applied in a particular
sector(s), including knowledge of thesproduct(s) tested, and of codes, standards, specifications, procedures and
acceptance criteria.

Specification - document stating requirements.

Specimen - a sample used in practical examinations, which may include radiographs and data sets, and which are
representative of products typically tested in the applicable sector, and which may include more than one area or volume
to be tested.

Specimen [master report - model answer, indicating the optimum result for a practical examination given a defined set
of conditions (equipment type, settings, technique, specimen, etc.), against which the candidate's test report will be
graded.

Structured credit system — point system based on the NDT activities of the candidate used as an alternative to
examination for renewal or recertification.

Structured experience program (SEP) - program approved by the certification body to reduce industrial experience.
BINDTprocess for fast-track experience through ATOs is detailed in document PCN24/CP28.

Supervision - act of directing the application of NDT performed by other NDT personnel, which includes the control of
actions involved in the preparation of the test, performance of the test and reporting of the results.

Validation - act of demonstrating that a verified procedure will work in practice and fulfil its intended function, normally
achieved by actual witnessing, demonstration, field or laboratory tests or selected trials.

Work activity - performance of NDT-related functions and tasks

Written Practice — documented procedure detailing the employer’s requirements for qualification, certification and
authorisation of NDT employees.
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Abbreviations

Table 1 — Methods and abbreviated terms

NDT Method / Process Abbreviated terms
Authorised Examination centres AEC
Alternating Current Field Measurement ACFM
Acoustic Emission Testing AT
Approved Training Organisations ATO
Authorised Qualifying Bodies AQB
Advanced Radiation Safety ARS
Automated Ultrasonic Testing AUT
Basic Radiation Safety BRS
The British Institute of NDT (the certification body) BINDT
Certification Body CB
Eddy Current Testing ET
Magnetic Testing MT
Non-Destructive Testing NDT
on-the-job (Training) OoTJ
Phased array (of eddy current or ultrasonic transducers) RPA
Pressure equipment Directive (2014/68/EU) PED.
Penetrant Testing PT
Quality Assurance QA
Quality Control QcC
Radiographic Interpreter RI
Radiation Protection Supervisor RPS
Radiographic Testing RT
Time of Flight Diffraction TOFD
Infrared Thermographic Testing T
Ultrasonic Testing uT
Visual Testing VT

Duties and responsibilities
General

The PCN certification system is controlled and administered by the certification body (BINDT) and includes all procedures
necessary to demenstrateithe qualification and the competence of an individual to carry out tasks in a specific NDT
method and product,ofiindustrial sector, leading to certification.

The Certification Body (BINDT)

BINDT shall fulfil the requirements of ISO/IEC 17024 and, inter alia, will ensure that the PCN Scheme(s) for qualification
and¢certification of/personnel, and the assessment and certification of systems, are controlled and operated so as to
ensure, amongst other things, that they are impartial, and that decisions taken and implemented at all levels, including
management and committees, are free from commercial or other pressures that may prevent the objective provision of
certification services.

BINDT remains independent of any single interest.

BINDT remains responsible for determining the methods, sectors and product types covered by the PCN scheme and for
which certification examinations are offered.

BINDT publishes information regarding the scope of the certification scheme and a general description of the certification
process.

BINDT provides information for training courses that include the syllabi which embody the content of recognised
documents; ISO/TS 25107 or equivalent can be used as guidance.

BINDT approves Authorised Qualifying Bodies (AQB) to carry out examinations (assessments) on its behalf and carries out
regular and frequent assessments of AQBs against a published specification (PCN24/CP09). BINDT delegates, under its
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direct responsibility, the detailed administration of qualification to AQBs, to which it issues specifications and/or
procedures covering facilities, personnel, verification and control of NDT equipment, examination materials, specimens,
conduct of examinations, examination grading, records etc.

BINDT will conduct oversight of AQB appointed (by BINDT agreement) Examination Centres (AECs) where PCN
examinations are conducted.

BINDT bears ultimate responsibilities for examinations conducted on temporary basis at external premises.

BINDT is ultimately responsible for ensuring the security of all examination materials (examination specimens;,specimen
master reports, question banks, examination papers, etc.) and shall ensure that these materials are not in use foritraining
purposes. This responsibility is delegated to approved AQB and AEC centres and verified/checked via thé"BINDT oversight
and audit processes.

BINDT requires all candidates, certificate holders and personnel associated with administration of certificationso give a
signed or stamped undertaking to abide by a code of ethics which it shall develop for the pufpose and publish.

BINDT remains responsible for the implementation of a process to authorise examiners.

BINDT remains responsible for and has requirements and processes in place that address the following:
a) Authorisation of examiners.
b) The conditions for the supervision of work activities, for which candidatesymay elaim experience.
c) The recognition of higher education.
d) The approval of non-certified individuals as a referee.
e) The approval, implementation and terms of use of structured éredit systems.

f)  The maintenance and update of the PCN question bank@nd the arrangements for examination specimens along
with their specimen master report.

g) The conditions for the conduct of the examination including that they are only conducted in the presence of,
and under the control of, an autharised invigilator of the certification body, to ensure that impartiality is
maintained.

h) The approval of a structured.experience program, where used.

BINDT shall ensure that informationiebtained'during the certification process, or from sources other than the applicant,
candidate or certified person,is net disclosed to an unauthorised party without the written consent of the individual
(applicant, candidate or certified person), eXcept where the law requires such information to be disclosed.

When BINDT is required by law te release confidential information, the person concerned shall, unless prohibited
by law, be notified as to what information will be provided.

Authorised Qualifying Body (AQB)

AQBs are responsible for ensuring they work under the control of and apply the specifications issued by BINDT (The
Certification Body).

AQBs’ arefyrespensible for maintaining compliance with BINDT document PCN24/CP09 and other applicable BINDT
documents atall times and shall be subject to initial and periodic compliance audits conducted by the certifying body or
its agents.

AQBs are responsible for ensuring their independence from of any single predominant interest.

AQ@Bsare responsible for ensuring that it is impartial with respect to each candidate seeking qualification, bringing to the
attention of the certification body any actual or potential threat to its impartiality.

AQBs are responsible for ensuring the implementation of a documented quality management system approved by the
certification body.

AQBs are responsible for ensuring that they have the resources and expertise necessary to establish, monitor and control
examinations centres, including examinations and the verification and control of the equipment.

AQBs are responsible for the qualification of candidates including a review of applications and making decisions on an
applicant’s eligibility.
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AQBs are responsible for the preparation, supervision and administering of PCN examinations.

AQBs are responsible for providing the certification body with the results of qualification needed to make a decision on
certification.

AQBs are responsible for maintaining appropriate qualification and examination records according to the requirements
of the certification body.

Authorised Examination Centre (AEC)

An AEC may operate under the direct control of the certification body (BINDT or an authorised qualifying body (AQB).
The AEC may be an independent legal entity or part of another legal entity. An examination centre can be situated at an
employer’s premises. In this case, the certification body shall require controls to preserve impartialitypand protect
confidentiality of the examinations. The examinations shall be conducted only in the presence of,and underthe control
of, an authorised representative of the AQB or certification body

AECs may only operate work under the control of the certification body (BINDT) or autherised qualifieation body (AQB).
All AECs must be affiliated to an AQB. The AQB remains ultimately responsible for all aspects of the.examination process.

An AEC is responsible for ensuring the implementation of a documented quality management system approved by the
AQB and the certification body.

An AEC is responsible for ensuring they have the resources needed to preparetand conduct examinations, including the
verification and control of equipment.

An AEC is responsible for ensuring they have adequate qualified staff, premisesiand equipment to ensure satisfactory
examinations for the levels, methods, and sectors concerned; the use of external premises is permitted.

An AEC is responsible for administering examinations as direeted by thefAQB or certification body using only examination
questionnaires and specimens established or approved by the,AQB or certification body for that purpose.

An AEC is responsible for accumulating and correlating the appropriate qualification and examination records according
to the requirements of the AQB and certification body.

The Employer

The employer remains responsible for documeénting ‘the applicant’s personal information which shall include the
declaration of education, training and industrial experience and visual acuity needed to determine the eligibility of the
applicant. If the applicant is self-employed, the industrial experience shall be attested to by a referee.

All documentation obtained from'the employer may be subject to verification by the certification body.
In respect of certified NDT personnelfundertheir control the employer is responsible for:

a) All that concerns, the authorisation to operate, i.e., providing job-specific training (if necessary).

b) Issuing written authorisation to operate.

c) The results'of NBT activities.

d) Ensuringthatithe anhual vision requirements are met.

e) Maintaining, documentary evidence confirming the continuous application of the NDT method in the relevant
sector(s) without significant interruption; this action shall be done every 12 months as a minimum.

fy Ensuring that personnel hold valid certification relevant to their tasks within the organisation.

g) .Maintaining appropriate Personnel records.

These responsibilities shall be described and detailed within a documented procedure or procedures.
A self-employed individual shall assume all responsibilities ascribed to the employer.

PCN Certification issued in accordance with this document provides an attestation of general competence of the certified
NDT personnel at the time of examination. The responsibility for ensuring on-going competence remains with the
employer.

PCN Certification does not represent an authorisation to operate, since this remains the responsibility of the employer;
and the certified NDT personnel may require additional specialised knowledge of parameters such as equipment, NDT
procedures, materials and products specific to the employer.

Where required by regulatory requirements and codes, the authorisation to operate must be given in writing by the
employer in accordance with a Written Practice or Quality Procedure that defines any employer required job-specific
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training and examinations designed to verify the certificate holder's knowledge of relevant industry code(s), standard(s),
NDT procedures, equipment, and acceptance criteria for the products tested.

Neither the employer nor their employees shall be directly involved in the qualification examination.

The employer shall ensure that candidates gaining experience for certification are supervised by appropriately Qualified
Personnel.

Candidates (employed, self-employed or unemployed)

All PCN applicants/candidates are responsible for providing documentary evidence of satisfactory completion of.a course
of training at a BINDT ATO (Approved Training Organisation) or other approved alternative (see 7.2.1).

All PCN applicants/candidates are responsible for providing verifiable documentary evidence, in a form acceptable’to
BINDT, that the required experience has been gained under qualified supervision. A correctlyycompleted form
PCN24/PSL30 satisfies this requirement.

All PCN applicants/candidates are required give an undertaking to abide by the BINDT/PCN Code of Ethies, published as
PCN24/CP27, for candidates and certificates holders and included as an appendix on all PCN'examination and certification
renewal application forms.

All PCN applicants/candidates are responsible for providing documentary evidenceof Visualkacuity and colour perception
satisfying the requirements of ISO 9712. BINDT document PCN24/PSL44%gives ‘further guidance on PCN vision
requirements.

All PCN applicants/candidates are required to sign a non-disclosure agreement, indicating their commitment not to
release confidential examination materials or participate in fraudulent test-taking practices. Form PCN24/PSL56A is
designed for this purpose and is supplied by the AQB or completion priofito examination.

All PCN applicants/candidates are responsible for informingithedexamination centre and BINDT/PCN of any significant
interruption that may have a detrimental effect on thescope of his/her certification.

If self-employed, PCN applicants/candidates shall assume all of the responsibilities described for the employer.
Certificate Holders

PCN Certificate holders are responsible for ensdring that they abide by the BINDT/PCN Code of Ethics, published as
PCN24/CP27 and available on the BINDT Website'wwwitbindt.org .

PCN Certificate holders are responsible for ensuring that they are subject to visual acuity and colour perception tests
satisfying the requirements ,0f1SO '9712. BINDT document PCN24/PSL44 gives further guidance on PCN vision
requirements.

PCN Certificate holdersyare responsible for notifying BINDT Certification Services and the employer in the event that the
conditions for validity of PCN certification are not fulfilled.

Examiners
Examinersshall beyauthorised by BINDT (the certification body) to conduct, supervise and grade examinations.

Examiners 'shall be certified to Level 3 in the NDT method in the product and/or industrial sector for which they are
authorised.

An examiner shall not be permitted to examine any candidate that they have trained for the examination for a period of
twagyears from the date of the conclusion of the training.

Examiners shall not be permitted to examine any candidate who is working (permanently or temporarily) in the same
facility as the examiner unless BINDT (the certification body) has established a documented confidentiality and
impartiality management procedure for such a situation. All such situations shall be referred to BINDT for authorisation
(or otherwise) prior to any examination attempt.

Referee
A referee shall be:

a) certified to Level 2 or 3 in any NDT method — OR


http://www.bindt.org/
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b) a non-certified person who is acceptable based upon the possession of the knowledge, skill training and
experience required to attest to the candidate’s industrial experience and/or continued employment and
competence. Such persons are normally those with NDT management or supervisory experience.

e For initial applicants the attestation of suitable experience and/or continued employment and
competence may be validated by a person as detailed in (a) or (b) above. The acceptability and suitability
under clause (b) above shall be at the discretion of the AQB.

e For renewal/recertification by examination the attestation of suitable experience and/or continued
employment and competence may be validated by a person as detailed in (a) or (b) @beve. The
acceptability and suitability under clause (b) above shall be at the discretion of the AQB.

e Forrenewal/recertification by direct application to BINDT the attestation of suitable experience and/or
continued employment and competence may be validated by a person as detailed iny(a) or (bpabove.
The acceptability and suitability under clause (b) above shall be at the discretion of BINDT.

c) Applicant Organisations or individuals should ensure that referees utilised are suitably knowledgeable to be able
to attest to the applicants employment history and competence. Failure to ensurethis may lead to the rejection
a referee. Ultimately the status and standing of a referee remains the responsibility of ‘the applicant and/or
his/her employer.

6. Levels of Certification
6.1. Level 1

6.1.1  An individual certified to Level 1 has demonstrated competence to carry out NDTaccording to written instructions and
under the supervision of Level 2 or Level 3 personnel. Within_the scope,of the competence defined on the certificate,
Level 1 personnel may be authorised by the employer to perform the foéllowing in accordance with NDT instructions:

a) setup NDT equipment.

b) perform the tests.

c) record and classify the results of the tests according tefwritten criteria.
d) report the results.

6.1.2. Level 1 certified personnel shall neither bexresponsible'for the choice of test method or technique to be used, nor for the
interpretation of test results.

6.2. Level 2

6.2.1. An individual certified to Level 2°has demonstrated competence to perform NDT according to NDT procedures. Within
the scope of the competence defined,on the certificate, Level 2 personnel may be authorised by the employer to:

a) select the®NDT technique for the test method to be used.
b) definéthe limitations of application of the testing method.

c) translate NDT ‘codes, standards, specifications and procedures into NDT instructions adapted to the actual
working conditions.

d) setwp andverify equipment settings.
e)". perform and supervise tests.
f) interpret and evaluate results according to applicable standards, codes, specifications or procedures.
g)’ prepare written NDT instructions.
h) carry out and supervise all tasks at or below level 2.
i) provide guidance for personnel at or below level 2.
j)  report the results of non-destructive tests.
6.3. Level 3

6.3.1. Anindividual certified to Level 3 has demonstrated competence to perform and direct NDT operations for which he/she
is certified. Level 3 personnel have demonstrated:
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a) the competence to evaluate and interpret results in terms of existing standards, codes, and specifications.
b) the competence to evaluate and interpret results in terms of existing standards, codes, and specifications.
c) ageneral familiarity with other NDT methods

Within the scope of the competence defined on the certificate, Level 3 personnel may be authorised to:
a) establish, review for editorial and technical correctness and validate NDT instructions and procedures.
b) interpret codes, standards, specifications and procedures.
c) designate the particular test methods, techniques and procedures to be used.
d) within the scope and limitations of any certification held (see clause 6.3.4), carry out all tasks at all\levels.
e) assume full responsibility for a test facility or examination centre and staff.

Level 3 certificated personnel may be authorised to carry out, manage and supervise PCN qualification examinations on
behalf of the British Institute of NDT.

Where Level 3 duties require the individual to apply routine NDT by a method or metheds within aparticular product or
industry sector, the British Institute of NDT strongly recommends that industry démand that this person should hold and
maintain Level 2 certification in the applicable method(s) and sector(s).

The range and scope of PCN certification available at each level is defined.in the suite of supporting documents to these
general requirements.

7. Eligibility

7.1.

7.1.1.

7.2.

7.2.1.

7.2.2.

7.2.3.

7.2.4.

General

The candidate shall fulfil the minimum requirements of vision andtraining prior to the qualification examination and shall
fulfil the minimum requirements for industrial experience prior toycertification.

Training

To be eligible for PCN examination the candidate shall provide'documentary evidence of successful completion of a British
Institute of NDT validated course of training at@aBINDT ATO which covers the relevant part of the published syllabus (CEN
ISO/TR 25107). The candidate shall satisfactorilyacomiplete the approved training in the method and level for which
certification is sought. Where PCN@&xaminations are to be conducted for initial candidates in an overseas location and
BINDT validated training is not availablethrough@BINDT ATO, a training course that is equivalent to the BINDT approved
syllabus may be acceptable providing the A@QB conducts a documented review to determine that the candidate has
successfully completed the alternhatiVeytraining course contained within in his/her application for examination and that
the course meets BINDT.requirements. Documented evidence of the review shall be retained in the relevant examination
records for the purpose ofitraceability’and review during BINDT assessments. See PCN24/PSL49 for further guidance.

For all levels, theoreticaltraining'may be delivered in a face-to-face instructor-led format, distance learning format, a self-
paced format, oma combination of these formats. Practical training shall be delivered via a face-to-face instructor-led
format only. The training for initial certification shall remain valid for a maximum period of ten years from the date of
completion.\The deliversy of on-line training or blended learning requires ATO addition to scope approval by BINDT and
further detailstare contained in BINDT document PCN24/CP0S.

The former optional route for entry into the PCN scheme as a mature candidate was introduced upon the advent of the
schemeto facilitate the initial certification of time-served NDT professionals who were certified under other schemes
prior to the introduction of PCN. This need is considered to no longer exist and mature entry is now removed with access
to the scheme addressed elsewhere in the process.

For Level 3, in addition to the minimum training given in Table 2, the preparation for qualification can be completed in
different ways dependent on the scientific and technical background of the candidate, including attendance at other
training courses, conferences or seminars, studying books, periodicals and other specialised printed or electronic
materials.
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The minimum duration of training undertaken by the candidate for certification shall be as defined in 7.2.7 and Table 2
(below) for the applicable NDT method, with the possible reductions defined in clause 7.2.8: This duration is based upon
candidates possessing adequate mathematical skills and prior knowledge of materials and processes. If it is not the case,
additional training may be required in this area, prior to attending the relevant NDT training course. Prior knowledge is a
basic understanding; however, the mandatory Product Technology Training Course being introduced exceeds these
“basic prior knowledge” requirements and all students (at whatever level) are required to complete this Product
Technology training in advance of attending their first BINDT ATO Approved Training course. This also applies to level 3
bespoke training where the applicant does not hold a valid 1ISO 9712 certificate. This training course need only be
completed once. Valid ISO 9712 certificates are those recognised by BINDT and as listed in to ICNDT OP19 — MRASchedule
2 and/or EFNDT MRA schedule 2.

The minimum training duration stated shall include both practical and theoretical aspects.

Direct access to Level 2 requires the total hours shown in Table 2 for Levels 1 and 2. Direct accessto Level 3 reguires the
total hours shown in Table 2 for Levels 1, 2, and 3. When considering the responsibilities of a'certified Level 3 and the
content of Part C of the basic examination for Level 3 (see Table 4), additional training about the other NDT methods may
be necessary.

Table 2 — Minimum training requirements

NDT method Level 1 (Days) Level 2 (Days) Level 3 (Days)
ET 5 6 6
MT 3 2 4
PT 3 2 3
RT 5 10 5
uT 8 10 5
ACFM 5 6 .
VT 3 2 3
Part A - 3 days
Basic Knowledge (direct access to Level 3 examination parts A, B and C) :::: 2:; cdj:zs
Total — 12 days

a) One-day duration is@tleast'seven hours, which can be achieved on a single day or by accumulating
hours. Training in days is achievedby dividing the total number of accumulated hours by 7. However,
Training Organisations'shouldiconsider adverse human factors associated with extended periods of
classroom training and limit training periods accordingly. Consequently, a mandatory maximum of
8 hoursper day'shall be applied with a minimum of 30 minutes break time during the training day.
Itis acceptedithat a'stident may be expected to partake in homework exercises or self-study outside
classroom trainingphowever, the ATO should take every effort to minimise this to 2 hours per night.
Self-study,and homework hours may be considered as part of the overall training requirements.

b)y, For RT, training days does not include radiation safety training. Further guidance on additional
trainingidays for additional techniques, techniques within the RT method and training required for
transitional training are given in Annex E of this document.

c) The 12 days training required for Level 3 Basic qualification may be accrued through a combination
of classroom training at a BINDT approved training organisation (minimum 50%), self-study and
distance learning. How ever the training is accrued, the training undertaken shall be recorded for
presentation to PCN if requested. This note relates to the Level 3 Basic Examination (see 3.6), and
reductions in training duration up to 10 days maximum, may be granted based on holding:

. Product Technology (Level 3 Basic Part A)

The candidate holds a certificate covering:
e a multi-sector — 3-days maximum reduction.
e castings - 1-day maximum reduction.
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e welds - 1-day maximum reduction
e wrought products - 1-day maximum reduction.
Il. Level 3 general theory (Basic Part C)
(Level 2 knowledge required in four NDT methods, one of which is a volumetric method)

The Level 3 candidate holds Level 2 certification in:

e Four NDT methods — 8 days maximum reduction
Three NDT methods — 6 days maximum reduction
Two NDT methods — 4 days maximum reduction
One NDT methods — 2 days maximum reduction

Note: These are permitted MAXIUM reductions in mandatory training days and are not
compulsory. The ATO and the applicant should finalise any reduction to be appliedby
agreement based upon the individuals learning needs.

The possible reductions in training duration are as described hereafter, provided ¢hat, when several reductions are
applicable, the total reduction does not exceed 50% of the training duration. Any reduction requires‘acceptance by BINDT
and shall ensure that competence is maintained.

a) For Level 3 - For candidates who have successfully completed the Northampton,University NDT Degree the total
required training duration may be reduced by up to 50 %. The Northamptoniniversity NDT Degree is the only
degree acceptable to BINDT as BINDT has had direct input into the centent and control of this degree.

b) For Levels 1 & 2 - when the scope of activity is limited in application_and/or in technique (and not covered in
Annex E), the training scope and duration may be reduced by up to 50 %.

NOTE Examples of such limitations include thosesrelatedto application (e.g., automated ET, UT of bar, tube, and
rod or normal beam ultrasonic thickness and lamination‘testing of rolled steel plate) and to technique (e.g., leak
testing only using bubble test, yoke for magnetic particle).

dustrial NDT Experience
General

The minimum duration of experiencedo beygained indthe sector where the candidate is seeking certification shall be as
given in Table 3, with the possible reductionsigiven in clause 7.3.3. When the candidate is seeking certification in more
than one method, the total timeofiexperience shall be the sum of the experience in each method.

For Level 2 certification, the intent.is that work experience consists of time as a Level 1. If the individual is being qualified
directly to Level 2, withsno time at Level 1, the experience shall consist of the sum of the times required for Level 1 and
Level 2.

Industrial NDT experience,in the.appropriate sector may be acquired either prior to or following success in the qualification
examination or alcombinationithereof.

In the event that thelexperience is sought following successful examination, the results of the examination shall remain
valid forup to,two years.

For'kevels 1%& 2, documentary evidence (in a form acceptable to BINDT — PCN24/PSL30 or equivalent) of experience
satisfying the following requirements shall be confirmed by the employer and submitted to the BINDT AQB prior to
examination, or directly to BINDT prior to the award of PCN certification in the event that experience is gained after
examination.

Level 3 candidates must have the required amount of NDT experience prior to attempting any main method examination.

The minimum duration of experience for certification shall be as defined in Table 3.

Table 3 — Minimum industrial experience

NDT method Experience in days
Level 1 Level 2 Level 3
with direct higher education*, with Level 2 direct access with
Level 1 access with Level 2 higher education*
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ET, ACFM, RT, 45 135 180 270 450 540
Ut, TT

MT, PT, VT 15 45 60 180 240 360
RI N/A N/A 90 N/A N/A N/A
(When in

isolation)

One-day duration is at least seven hours, which can be achieved on a single day or by accumulating hours. The
maximum allowable hours in any one day is 12 hours. Experience in days is achieved by dividing the total accumulated
hours by 7.

*Higher education recognised by BINDT is restricted to a recognised degree in Non-destructive testing.

Note: Experience may be acquired either prior to (for level 1 and 2 entry only) or following success in the qualification examination.
However, the chances of success in a PCN examination may be significantly reduced if candidates have littleler no,current experience in
the application of the NDT method in the sector concerned.

In the event that the PCN examination has been passed by a candidate lacking the experience required for certificdtion, BINDT will issue
a letter of attestation to the successful candidate indicating that he or she has passed the qualification examination and needs only to
meet the experience requirement in order to be certificated. Records of experience obtained post examination shall be presented on
PCN form PCN24/PSL30 or PCN24/PSL57C as appropriate .

7.3.2. Level3

7.3.2.1. Level 3 responsibilities require knowledge beyond the technical scope of any specific NDT method. This broad knowledge
may be acquired through a variety of combinations of education, training and experience. Table 3 details minimum
experience required for level 3 candidates.

a) For level 3 candidates who have successfully completed.@degree or diploma at a technical school or completed
at least two years of engineering or science study at anjaccredited college or university, proof of qualifications
will be required, may be eligible for a reduction inithelamount of experience required by 50%.

b) For Level 3 certification, the intent is that work eéxperience consists of time as a Level 2. If the individual is being
qualified directly from Level 1 to Leviel 3, withodt gaining any certification at Level 2, the experience shall consist
of the sum of the times required for Levél 2 andiLevel 1.

7.3.3. Possible reductions

7.3.3.1. The possible reductions in duratien of‘experience are as described hereafter, provided that, when several reductions are
applicable, the total reduction‘does hot exceed 50% of the experience duration. Any reduction does require acceptance
by BINDT.

7.3.3.2. When considering possible reduction)in the duration of experience, BINDT takes into consideration the following
elements:

a) The qlality of experience can be variable, and skills may be assimilated more quickly in an environment where
thé experience is concentrated and has a high degree of relevance to the certification sought.

b)4 When gaining»experience simultaneously in two or more surface NDT methods, i.e. MT, PT and VT, the
experience gained in the application of one NDT method may be complementary to the experience gained in
oneor more other surface methods.

¢) “Experience in one sector of an NDT method for which certification is already held may be complementary to the
experience in a different sector of the same NDT method.

d) The level and quality of education possessed by the candidate should also be considered. This is particularly the
case for the Level 3 candidate but it can also be applicable for other levels.

7.3.3.3. A certified Level 1, 2 or 3 adding an additional method may be permitted a reduction of required experience of 25 % for
that additional method.

7.3.3.4. A certified Level 1, 2 or 3 individual changing sector, adding another sector or technique for the same NDT method shall
be required to gain additional experience of at least 25 % of the experience required in Table 3; and this shall never be
less than 15 days in duration.
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7.3.3.5. When the scope of certification sought is limited in application (i.e., thickness measurement or automated testing),
experience duration may be reduced by up to 50 % but shall not be less than 15 days.

7.3.3.6. Up to 50 % of the industrial experience time may be achieved by a structured experience program (SEP). One day of
attendance at the SEP may be equivalent to a maximum of five days industrial experience. The SEP shall include all typical
tasks (see Clause 6) of the level, method and sector concerned. The additional intent is to gain specific product and
technique knowledge. The SEP shall be approved in advance by the certification body and shall be available for audit by
the certification body.

7.4. Vision Requirements

7.4.1. Guidance on the PCN requirements for colour perception and acuity of vision, together with the qualifications of those
administering the vision tests, is given in PCN document PCN24/PSL44, The requirements are reproduced belowfor ease
of information.

7.4.2. Candidates for PCN examinations will be required, on the day of the examination, to providegroof ofia satisfactory vision
test conducted within the 12 months preceding the examination.

7.4.3. Near vision acuity: Prior to certification, and annually thereafter, near vision acuity shall be\verified to be in accordance
with the requirements of ISO 18490 or shall permit reading a minimum of Jaeger number 1,or Times Roman N4.5 or
equivalent letters at not less than 30 cm with one or both eyes, either corrected oriuncorrected.

7.4.4. Colour vision/perception: Prior to certification, recertification or renewal, the candidate/certificate holder shall
demonstrate that a colour vision test has been administered within theyprevious 5%alendar years. The test shall be
sufficient that the candidate can distinguish and differentiate contrast between the colours or shades of grey used in the
NDT method concerned as specified by the employer. The colour vision test shall either confirm that the individual has
acceptable colour vision without restriction or shall state any limitation(s) on colour perception. Where any limitation in
colour perception exists, the employer shall confirm whethér or not this condition results in any limitation(s) to method
or application specific techniques.

NOTE 1: The Ishihara 24 plate test is an example of.a suitable celourvision test

NOTE 2: Subsequent to certification, the documentedtestsiof visdual acuity shall be carried out at least every twelve months
and verified by the employer.

7.4.5. Personnel administering vision tests.

7.4.5.1. Near vision acuity testing, colour vision and/for grey'scale perception verification(s) shall be administered by a licensed
physician, nurse, ophthalmologist or‘eptemetrist;for by another trained person who is approved and documented by a

Level 3 personnel acting on behalf'of the, employer. Level 3 personnel may administer vision tests providing they have
received documented training regarding the'process of administering the tests required.

8. Examinations
8.1. General

8.1.1. Anlexaminenshall not be permitted to examine any candidate that he/she has trained for the examination (for a period of
two years from the conclusion of the training delivered), or who is employed in the same Organisation as the examiner. This
includes‘associated Organisations operating under the control of the AQB employing the examiner.

Note: only BINDT authorises examiners and examination invigilators within the PCN Scheme, and all examination personnel
are required to declare any interest in a candidate that presents for examination. In case of doubt regarding maintenance
of impartiality, AQB shall consult with BINDT Certification Services before conducting examinations.

8.2. Examination Application

8.2.1. Applications shall only be completed by the candidate using the latest version of the application form available direct from
www.bindt.org.
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Initial enquiries to the BINDT Authorised Qualifying Body may be by telephone. Formal applications must be made on a
BINDT application form (PCN24/PSL57A) available direct from www.bindt.org or from the AQB. No examination
appointment can be considered confirmed until a correctly completed application form has been received.

Application forms ask for specific details on experience and training to the published syllabus and must be signed to the
effect that these details are correct. In the event of a false statement being discovered, any certification awarded as a result
of the examination will be null and void.

Candidates shall supply, to the AQB, verifiable evidence of satisfying all eligibility criteria i.e., valid visual acuity and
experience prior to attending for an examination, in the event that BINDT discovers that the required evidence ‘ofieligibility
is not submitted, any examination results or certification awarded as a result will of the examination will be null andiweid.

Applications dependent upon the individual holding appropriate certification must be supported by acceptable.evidence of
such certification; photocopies are acceptable at this stage, irrefutable evidence of certification, together with proof of
identity, shall be presented to the examination invigilator on the date of examination. Failure to.comply withithis €lause will
result in a refusal to examine.

The location of all Authorised Qualifying Bodies, the scope of examinations for which they, are appreved, and contact
information is given in document PCN24/PSL4, copies of which are available from the British Institute of NDT.

Provision is made wherever possible for candidates with a disability which may “affect,their ability to complete PCN
examinations. For example, up to 25% additional time may be allowed in examinations for candidates suffering from
dyslexia. The candidate is responsible for bringing his or her disability to theattention ofithe'examining body. The candidate
is required to provide supporting medical evidence to the AQB prior to examination!

An extension of up to 25% is also authorised in the time allowed in PCN written ‘examinations for candidates whose first
language is not that in which the examination is presented and who are likely to experience difficulty in completing
examinations in the published time allowed. AQBs may allow(this additional time at their discretion provided a record is
retained with the examination records. Arrangements shotild als6 be made for an interpreter to be present in order to
supplement the written examination by delivering the questions orally. iffhecessary to establish that the candidate has a firm
grasp of the topic being examined. In such instancesthe AQB shalliensure that impartiality and security is maintained and
that the interpreter is not known to the candidate,

8.3. Examination Equipment and Documentation

8.3.1.

8.3.2.

8.3.3.

8.3.4.

8.3:5.

8.3.6.

BINDT Authorised Qualifying Bodies will provide all necesSary NDT equipment although candidates may bring and use their
own equipment by prior arrangement with the,AQB. "Any item of apparatus brought by a candidate that is unreliable or
rendered unserviceable during the,examination shall be replaced by the candidate. Guidance on suitable equipment is
available directly from the BINDT Authorised Qualifying Body.

Digital instrumentation capable of stering ealibration details, formulae or data relevant to NDT must be deprogrammed
prior to attempting any PCN practical examination using that instrument. The candidate will be required to demonstrate
compliance and, in theyeventithat the BINDT Authorised Qualifying Body is not satisfied that deprogramming is effective,
the candidate may be required toy0se equipment provided by the AQB or be refused examination.

All necessaryreference standards will be provided by the BINDT Authorised Qualifying Body. Candidates must not be in
possession of any reference’standards, other than those provided by the AQB, during a PCN examination.

Providéed securityief examination materials can be guaranteed, candidates will be allowed the use of an AQB provided PC or
lap-top,computer in the NDT instruction and NDT procedure writing section of the PCN examination. On no account will the
dse of a candidate’s own computer be permitted during a PCN examination and, for reasons of security, candidates are not
permitted toybring any form of computer, including hand-held devices (PDAs, etc.) into the examination facilities at a PCN
AQ@B or,Examination Centre. The provision of computers for candidate use is optional for any BINDT AQB.

The luse of a pocket calculator is permissible in PCN examinations provided that it is of a type that does not permanently
stofe programs, formulae or data relevant to NDT.

Mobile telephones, audio, video or other recording devices are not permitted in any PCN examination area.

8.4. Examination time

8.4.1.

For Level 1 and Level 2, the total time for the examination elements shall be based on two minutes per multiple choice
examination question for general examination element and three minutes per multiple choice examination question for
specific examination element. The time allowed for examinations comprised of narrative answer questions varies but is
specified on the examination paper presented to the candidate.
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8.4.2. For Level 3, the total time for the examination elements shall be based on three minutes per multiple choice examination
question in items B, D and E and two minutes for items A and C.

8.4.2.1. The time allowed for examinations comprised of narrative answer questions varies but is specified on the examination
paper presented to the candidate.

8.4.3. The practical examination is of sufficient duration, complexity and scope adequately to verify the candidate’s ability to apply
the NDT method to real test situations. The time allowed for the practical examination is detailed in the relevant BINDT
documents that support PCN24/GEN .

8.5. Quadlification Examination Content — Levels 1 and 2
8.5.1. Examination Elements
8.5.1.1. For Level 1 the examination shall consist of the following examination elements:

° general examination element
. specific examination element

. practical examination element.
8.5.1.2. For Level 2 the examination shall consist of the following examination elements:

e  general examination element.
. specific examination element.
. practical examination element.

° NDT instruction writing element.
8.5.2. General Examination element (Levels 1 & 2)

8.5.2.1. The general examination shall be a closed book examination ‘which dncludes only validated questions selected in an
unpredictable way from the collection of general questionsfapproved by the British Institute of NDT at the time of the
examination. The number of questions in each NDT method general examination is as defined in Table 4. Authorised
Qualification Bodies are given controlled and secure access to the PCN question bank and established/approved
examination papers. The general and specific Wiitten examinations are comprised mainly of multi-choice answer questions
(exceptions being the radiation protection examinations.“The candidate shall not be given access to reference materials
during the examination but may be given aceess to fofmulae etc. t the discretion of the AQB.

Table 4. Minimum Number.of general examination questions
NDT Method Level 1 Level 2
ET/ACFM 40 40
PT/MT/VT 40 40
RT 40 40
Rl N/A 40
uT 40 40
PAUT/TOFD N/A N/A*
BRS (Basic Radiation Safety) 30 N/A
ARS (Advanced Radiation Safety) n/a 30

*: Tomttempt PAUT/TOFD level 2 candidates must first be certified to manual UT level 2
8.5.3. Specific Examination element

8.5.3.%.. The specific examination shall be a closed book examination which includes only validated questions selected in an
unpredictable way from the collection of specific questions approved by the British Institute of NDT at the time of the
examination. Authorised Qualification Bodies are given controlled and secure access to the PCN question bank and
established/approved examination papers.

8.5.3.2. Single sector papers only: All Level 1 Specific Theory Papers have 25 questions. All Level 2 Specific Theory Papers have 30
questions.
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During the specific examination, the candidate shall be required to answer multiple-choice questions, including questions
involving calculations, written procedures and questions on product technology, codes, standards and specifications. The
candidate shall be given access to the applicable codes, standards, specifications and documents referenced within the
examination.

If the specific examination covers two or more product sectors, the questions will be spread across the sectors concerned.
Multi Sector Level 1 specific papers will contain 35 questions, including product technology questions. Multi Sector Level
2 specific papers will contain 40 questions including product technology questions.

8.5.4. Practical Examination element (see PCN24/CP22 for information on grading)

8.5.4.1.

8.5.4.2.

8.5.4.3.

8.5.4.4.

8.5.4.5.

8.5.4.6.

8.5.4.7.

8.5.4.8.

8.5.4.9.

8.5.4.10.

The practical examination element shall involve applying the test to prescribed specimens, recordingf(and, for Level 2
candidates, interpreting) the resulting information to the degree required, and reporting the results in the required
format. Specimens used for training purposes shall not be used for examination.

Each specimen shall be uniquely identified and have a specimen master report which includes all'ef the.equipment settings
(if applicable) used to detect specified discontinuities. Markings shall not interfere with the,practical testing or inspection
of the specimen and shall, wherever practicable, be concealed from the candidate while the specimenyis being used for
examination to prevent potential information correlation by candidates. The mastering‘and control requirements
regarding practical examination specimens are detailed in BINDT document PCN24/CP09.

Specimens shall be sector (one or more) specific, representing field geometries “and shall ‘contain discontinuities
representative of those likely to occur during manufacturing or in service. They may, bewnatural or artificial. Data sets,
digital radiographic images and/or films can be used instead of physical specimens, but at least one physical specimen
shall be examined.

The specimens used for the practical test shall be selected fram a colle€tion of representative specimens approved by
BINDT during the approval audits at the AQB. Each test specimen shall contain one or more of the discontinuities defined
in CEN/TS 15053. An exception to this requirement is fof"RT where the ability to assess and sentence discontinuities is
addressed through the separate Radiographic interpretation examination element — see 8.5.4.5 below.

Specimens used for adjustment or for determination ofithickness, coating or material properties do not need to contain
discontinuities. For RT, the specimens to be tested do not.need to contain discontinuities if these are exhibited in the data
sets or radiographic images for Level 2 interpretation.

The Level 1 candidate will follow the NDTinstructien(s)’provided by the AQB/examiner, while the Level 2 candidate will
select the applicable NDT techniqde and determine the operating conditions related to a given code, standard, or
specification.

The practical examination is designed,to aseertain the ability of the candidate to:
a) make the required settings.
b) operate thetest equipment properly.
c) perfofm testing ofiprescribed components relating to the industrial sector concerned.

d) record and'to analyse the resultant information to the degree required according to written instructions for Level
1 ora code, standard, specification or a procedure for Level 2.

The numberiof areas or volumes to be tested and the time allowed during the practical examination will be adequate to
the level'and NDT method, and to the sector concerned, and is defined in the relevant BINDT documents that support
PCN24/GEN.

Forthose examinations where discontinuities are normally replaced by artificial sources or data, the level 1 candidate shall
demonstrate the ability to set up the equipment, verify its sensitivity and record the test data; the level 2 candidate shall
also demonstrate the ability to interpret and evaluate previously recorded test data.

The certification body shall ensure that the number of specimens to be tested is adequate to the level, NDT method and
sector concerned, and that the specimens contain reportable discontinuities. The number of specimens to be tested in
the Level 1 and Level 2 practical examinations shall be in accordance with Annex B

8.5.5. NDT Instruction writing examination element (Level 2 only)
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8.5.6. The NDT instruction writing examination element shall involve the creation of a written NDT instruction by the Level 2
candidate. The written instruction shall relate to one of the specimens tested by the candidate in the corresponding practical
examination element. This shall be an open book examination where the candidate is provided with the relevant standard,
code or specification, together with a copy of PCN24/CP25.

8.5.7. Table D.2 (Annex D) of this document provides guidance on the exam weighting for the written instruction examination
element.

8.6. Qualification Examination Content — Level 3
8.6.1. General

8.6.1.1. All candidates for level 3 certification in any NDT method shall have successfully completed (with a grade‘of >70%):the
practical examination for level 2, or hold a current level 2 certificate, in the relevant sector and method.

8.6.1.2. A candidate who is level 2 in the same product sector or has successfully passed a level 2 practical examination for the
method in an industrial sector (see Annex A.3) in which the product is commonly tested((e.g.) castings'and wrought
products), is exempt from passing again the level 2 practical examination. This exemption, is only\valid for the product
sectors covered by the industrial sector concerned and, in any other circumstances, ¢he relevant sector is the sector in
which the candidate seeks level 3 certification.

8.6.2. Basic Examination element (Parts A. B & C)

8.6.2.1. This written examination shall assess the candidate’s knowledge of the, basic subjectsbusing at least the number of
multiple-choice examination questions shown in Table 5. The total time allowed'for this examination shall be calculated
based upon the permitted 3 minutes per question.

8.6.2.2. The basic examination shall be passed first and the result will remaift valid, provided that the first main method
examination is passed within five years after passing the basic examination. A candidate holding a valid level 3 certificate
is exempt from the need to retake the basic examinations

8.6.2.3. Examination questions shall be selected from the currenticolléctionfof questions approved by BINDT at the time of the
examination.

Table 5: Level 3 Basic examination parts — Number of.examination questions

Part Examination Number of questions

A Materials technology and‘science, includingtypical defects in a wide range of 30
products including castings welds and wrought products.

B Qualification and certification, procédure in accordance with this document 10

C 15 general questions at Level 2 standard for each of four NDT methods chosen by 60
the candidate, ineluding at least one volumetric NDT method (UT or RT).

8.6.3. Main Method_ Examination element (Parts D, E & F)

8.6.3.1. This written examination shall assess the candidate’s knowledge of the main method subjects using the minimum required
number of multiple-choice questions approved by the British Institute of NDT at the time of the examination. The number
of questionsishall'be as defined in Table 6.

8.6.3.2. The duration of the examination is 90 minutes for part D, and 60 minutes for part E (Based on 3 minutes per question).
Thefpermitted duration for part F shall be 6 hours.

8.6.3.3. Level'3,candidates not holding appropriate level 2 certification shall pass a relevant level 2 practical examination (except
that they need not draft an NDT instruction).

8.6.3.4. The successful candidate for PCN Level 3 certification may be issued Level 2 certification in the same NDT method and
sector without further examination provided the relevant PCN Level 2 practical examination was passed in order to gain
the Level 3 certification concerned. The resultant Level 2 certification will be valid for only those categories in which
success in the practical examination was achieved and will expire on the same date as the related Level 3 certification and
the procedure for revalidation will be the same as for any level 2 certificate. Candidates seeking the issue of a PCN Level
2 certificate under the procedure defined in this clause will submit their request using form PCN24/PSL70 (Request for L2
issue to L3 holder).
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Table 6: Main Method examination

Number of
Part Subject u .
questions
D Level 3 knowledge relating to the test method applied 30
E Application of the NDT method in the sector concerned, including the applicable codes, standards, and 20

specifications. This may be an open book examination in relation to codes, standards, and specifications.

F Drafting of one or more NDT procedures in the relevant sector. The applicable codes, standards, and
specifications shall be available to the candidate.

For a candidate who has already drafted a NDT procedure in a successfully passed Level 3 examination,
BINDT may replace the drafting of a procedure with the critical analysis of an existing NDT procedure

covering the relevant method and sector, and containing errors and/or omissions.

8.6.4. Examination Exemptions

8.6.4.1.

8.6.4.2.

8.6.4.3.

8.6.4.4.

8.6.4.5.

8.6.4.6.

8.6.4.7.

8.6.4.8.

8.6.4.9.

Candidates in initial PCN examinations are not required to attempt an examination®partyin Wwhich they have already
achieved success during the process of gaining PCN certification, so long as the'subjectiexamination part has (or had) the
same (or a greater) scope as that part for which an exemption is claimed,and the resultant certification remains valid.

Existing PCN level 3 certificate holders who are attempting additional level'3, examinations are exempt from the Basic
Examination (parts A, Band C). in addition, where a candidate holds valid certification at level 3 covering the same method
in a different sector, the part D (a general examination covering the Leveb3 knowledge relating to the test method) shall
also be exempt.

Example: A candidate holding RT (Welds) at level 3 Is exémpt parts A, B, C and D if attempting RT Level 3 Castings.

Existing PCN level 3 certificate holders wishing to gain level 2 certification in the same sector and NDT method, will be
exempt all examination parts other than the level 2 practical examination.

Level 3 candidates who hold PCN (or equivalent aceeptable to BINDT) level 2 certificates are exempt part or the whole of
the level 3 Basic examination part C. The extent of the exemption that my be claimed shall be relevant to the test methods
in which they hold level 2 certification{”However, the€andidate must demonstrate, or prove by valid level 2 certification,
a general knowledge at level 2 of at'least fourlNDIF'methods, including at least one relating to a volumetric NDT method
(UT or RT).

If any candidate elects to claim amyexémption to which he or she is entitled, the mark obtained in the examination, which
lead to the issue of certification, under which such exemption is claimed, where the actual examination mark cannot be
ascertained, a mark of 70%will be used.

Level 3 candidates who hold valid level 2 in the same sector or have successfully passed a level 2 practical examination for
the method in.antindustrial sector are exempt from passing again the level 2 practical examination. This exemption is only
valid for the product,sectors covered by the industrial sector concerned and, in any other circumstances, the relevant
sector isithesector in which the candidate seeks level 3 certification.

Forthe purpese oficlaiming exemptions, certification issued by other independent NDT personnel certification bodies may
be consideredyby the British Institute of NDT for equivalence (refer to PCN document PCN24/PSL49 for further
information).

A candidate may elect to include, in his or her examination, any part or parts from which he or she could be exempt.
However, a resultant failure in any such part will cause the candidate to fail that examination and no certification will be
issued. The validity of any existing PCN certificates held by the candidate will be unaffected by such failure.

A candidate for radiography who claims an exemption in respect of Basic Radiation Safety should note that PCN
radiography certification is valid only so long as the holder holds any other level of PCN radiation protection certification,
or valid radiation safety certification recognised by the British Institute of NDT. Failure to hold a valid radiation safety
qualification will result in the radiography certificate being withdrawn.

9. Conduct of Examinations

9.1. General



9.1.1

9.1.2.

9.1.3.

9.1.4.

9.1.5.
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. All PCN examinations shall only be conducted by BINDT or in examination centres (AQBs) established, approved, and

monitored by BINDT,

At the time of examination, the candidate shall have in his or her possession valid proof of identification and an official
notification of the examination, which shall be shown to the examiner or invigilator upon demand.

Candidates must not be in possession of any equipment or documentation, other than that provided by the examination
centre, during a qualification examination.

Any candidate who, during the course of the examination, does not abide by the examination rules or who perpetrates, or
is an accessory to, fraudulent conduct shall be excluded from all further qualification examinations for a period of at least 1
year.

Candidates proved to have cheated in a PCN examination will not be accepted as a candidate for any?PCN examination for
a minimum period of 1 year from the date of the examination in which cheating was established ta \haveitaken place. No
examination results will be issued for those examination parts already completed and a letter Willlbe sent tothe candidate
concerned and to the employer or sponsor explaining why the examination was terminated. The actual‘extent of a given
sanction shall be at the discretion of BINDT/PCN. Further information on non-ethical behaviour and the.relevant sanctions
is given in section 14 of this document (Conditions of certification).

9.2. Preparation and conduct of examinations.

9.2.1.

9.2.2.

9.2.3.

All examinations shall be conducted in examinations centres established, approved,and menitored by BINDT either directly
or through an AQB.

Written (whether e-assessment or conventional) and practical qualification examihations shall be invigilated by an examiner
or by one or more trained and authorised invigilators placed under an examiner’sresponsibility.

Examination questions shall be validated by BINDT. When con¥entional pre-prepared paper-based examinations are used,
the examination papers shall be validated and approved hyfan examiner, and the grading shall be done in accordance with
procedures approved by BINDT. When e-assessment systems that select questions present the “written” examination to a
candidate on a computer and grade the examinatiofisyare used, the certification body shall validate and approve the e-
assessment system.

9.3. Grading of Examinations

9.3.1.

9.3.2.

9.3.3.

9.3.4.

9.35

9.3.6

The general, specific and practical examinatiens shalllbegraded separately. When conventional pre-prepared paper-based
examinations are used, an examiner ghall be responsible for the grading of the examinations by comparison with model
answers. At the option of BINDT, e-assessment systems that automatically score candidate responses against stored data
and grade the completed writtefi examinatien a¢cording to prepared algorithms may be used.

Grading of PCN practical; examinations is detailed in Annex D of this document and PCN24/CP22. The pass mark for each
examination element, andfor levels 1 and 2, for each examination specimen tested, is 70%.

To be eligible for certification, the candidate shall obtain a minimum grade of 70% in each element of the examination -
general, specific, practical andhwritten instruction (for level 2). In addition, for the practical examination element, a minimum
grade of 70%&hall be,obtained for each specimen tested, and for the written instruction element, as applicable.

The Level@3 Main Methodiexamination shall not be graded until such time as the candidate has been successful in the Level
3 Basic examination. The pass mark for each examination element (Part) is 70%. (Parts A, B, C, D, E & F as applicable to the
relevant examination parts attempted).

. When_eonventional pre-prepared paper-based examinations are used, an examiner shall be responsible for the grading of

the examinations by comparing the replies given by the candidate against answer keys approved by the certification body.
Each correct answer scores 1 point and the mark attributed to the tests is the sum of the points obtained. For the final
calculation, the mark of each test is expressed as a percentage.

. As of the launch of the PCN24 scheme upgrade, the former PCN Distinction grading has been removed to align the scheme

fully with 1S09712:2022. All candidates are issued with a comprehensive results notice detailing individual examination
element scores attained by the candidate. Employers requiring a higher pass-grade are advised to refer to these results
notices when determining a certificate holders eligibility under their own requirements for employment.

Note: All current distinction gradings will remain valid until the certificate holder undergoes the next recertification or
renewal cycle.

10. Re-examination (retest)



10.1.

10.2.
10.3.

10.4.
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A candidate who fails in an examination element (general, specific, practical or written instruction writing) in an initial
examination may be re-examined a maximum of 2 times in order to achieve a pass grade of 70%, provided the re-examination
takes place not sooner than 30 days of the original examination and not later than 1 year after the original examination. The
only exception to the 30-day rule is where further (supplementary) training is delivered to address areas of weakness
identified in the initial examination. The training/examination body shall keep records of the supplementary training
delivered. BINDT assigns responsibility for ensuring the suitability of the supplementary training to the AQB (or ATO) which
may be reviewed during routine BINDT audits.

Most recent examination results will be valid. Previous results will not be used.

A candidate who fails all permitted re-examinations shall apply for initial examination according to the procedure established
for new candidates.

A candidate whose examination results have not been accepted for reason of fraud or unethical behaviourshall waitsat least
12 months before re-applying for examination.

11. Renewal and Recertification

11.1.

11.2.

11.3.

BINDT/PCN issues certificates at issue 01 or issue 02. Issue 01 certificates are issued afterdnitial examination or after a 5-year
or 10-year recertification by examination. Issue 02 certificates are issued following thesecertification of an issue 01 certificate
by claimed points in accordance with Annex C of this document and BINDT document PCN24,/CP16.

For Level 1 & level 2 applicants the renewal/recertification examination shall consistief theypractical element equivalent to
initial certification and additionally, for level 2 the completion of the written instruction element.

Levels 1 and 2 (5-Year renewal of Issue 01 certificates by claimed points)

11.3.1. Prior to the completion of the period of validity following certification and recertification, renewal of certification, for a

11.4.

further period, shall be by application to BINDT/PCN using form, PCN24/CP16. The applicant is required to provide the
following:

a) Completed PCN24/CP16 form.
b) documentary evidence of a satisfactory near vision acuity examination taken within the preceding 12 months

c) documentary evidence of a satisfactory celourvision and/or grey scale perception examination taken within the
preceding 60 months; and

d) verifiable documentary evidence of continued satisfactory work activity without significant interruption in the
method and sector fopwhich certificate renewal is sought. See Annex C for guidance on claiming renewal by
points.

Levels 1 & 2 (renewal of issue 01 or issue 02 certificates by re-examination).

11.4.1. The PCN certificate holder.shall@pply by submission of a completed PCN24/PSL57A form directly to the AQB.

11.4.2. For recertificationiexaminations the candidate shall achieve a pass grade of 70% for each specimen attempted (and for

Level 2, the written instruction). Candidates who fail to achieve a pass grade of 70% for each specimen attempted and/or
the written instruction (at level 2) are allowed 2 re-tests of the failed element which shall consist of the practical testing
element and/orwritten instruction element of the examination (at level 2) depending upon the individual elements failed.
Any retést of the practical testing element shall require the candidate to re-attempt the full practical element equivalent
to thatattempted during the failed recertification examination. The retests shall take place after 7 days and within 6
months of the initial date of the initial failed recertification examination. Further information on the number of specimens
required for the practical recertification examinations are detailed in the method specific appendices that support this
document.

Note 1: Level 3 certificate holders renewing their level 2 practical certification in support of their level 3 certificate need
not complete a written instruction as part of the recertification process.

11.4.3. Inthe event of failure in a recertification examination, BINDT will immediately cancel the certificate concerned, issuing a

new record of certification that no longer shows the competence concerned, and sending this with an explanatory letter
to the certificate holder requesting the return of the superseded record of certification which is a mandatory
requirement. The cancellation of the certificate will not affect the eligibility of the candidate to attempt the 2 permitted
retests within 6 months.
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11.4.4. In the event of failure in the 2 allowable retests, the certificate shall not be revalidated and, to regain certification for
that level, sector and method, the candidate shall apply for certification as an initial candidate. For level 1 and 2 no
examination exemptions shall be awarded by virtue of any other valid/recognised certification held.

11.5.  Level 3 (5-Year renewal)
11.5.1. The procedure for renewal and recertification of PCN level 3 certificates is detailed in PCN document PCN24/CP16

11.5.2. The PCN certificate holder shall apply by submission of a completed PCN24/PSL57A form directly to the AQB (for renewal
by examination) and directly to BINDT (for renewal by points).

11.5.3. For all level 3 renewals/recertifications, the individual may decide between the examination or credit system, for
recertification. If the credit system is chosen and requires submission of employer’s documents or access to an employer’s
premises, the individual shall provide to the certification body a written statement of approval fromithe employer.

11.5.4. In both cases (written examination or credit system), the individual shall either provide.appropriate documented
evidence, acceptable to the certification body, of his/her continued practical competence in theimethod or pass a Level
2 practical examination, as specified, except for the drafting of NDT instructions.

11.5.5. A candidate who does not meet the requirements of the level 3 recertification by the, structured credit system
(PCN24/CP16) shall recertify by examination. In the event of failure at the first attempt atrecertification by examination,
only 1 retest of the recertification examination shall be allowed within 22 months ofithe ‘date of application for
recertification via the PCN24/PSL57A form.

11.5.6. For candidates who proceed directly to the recertification exam process. In'the evént of failure in the 2 allowable retests,
the certificate shall not be revalidated and, to regain certification for that level, sector and method, the candidate shall
apply for certification as an initial candidate. For level 3 the candidate shall’ be required to achieve success in the
appropriate main method examination.

12. Publication of Examination Results

12.1.  All candidates will be issued with a standard PCN examihation,results notice by the BINDT Authorised Qualifying Body,
normally within 28 days of completion of examinationy,subject to\all examination fees being paid.

12.2. A copy of the results notice will be sent to the'organisation paying the examination and certification fees, and to the PCN
Certification Records Office, which will issue certification to candidates fulfilling all pre-requisites for certification, i.e.,
training, experience, satisfactory vision, success in,the relevant examination, and payment.

12.3.  Failure by the candidate or their Sponsor/employer to make payment for any examination within 12 months of the
examination date shall be considered invalid andthe results notice will not be accepted by PCN.

12.4. Candidates who have met all“requirements for certification with the exception of having the required minimum
experience will be adyised by the PCN Certification Records Office on how to record experience gained under
Appropriately Qualified“Supervision.*Applications for certification post experience are made directly to the PCN
Certification RecordsiOffice'on form PCN24/PSL57C.

e PCN24/PSL57C requéirements — All correct post-experience applications received into PCN before the 2-year
deadline will'be validated. If an application for post-experience is received by PCN with missing information and
goes past the 2-year deadline, the PCN holder will revert back to an initial candidate. To ensure compliance with I1ISO
9712, certification should not be validated where post-experience applications are not complete by the 2-year
deadline.

12.5. “,Candidates who fail any part of the examination will be provided with brief reasons for failure on this notice by the AQB.
13. Certification

13:1.  Successful candidates will be issued a PCN certificate of conformance, which indicates that all conditions for certification,
as detailed in the present specification document, are met. Issue of certification normally takes place within 28 days of
BINDT receiving the formal notification of success in the examination from the AQB. However, where a candidate for
certification has achieved a pass in all relevant examination parts but has not yet satisfied the pre-requisite experience
and vision requirements, the issue of certification may be deferred for up to 2 years from the date of success in the PCN
examination.

13.2.  Once the PCN Certification Records Office is in possession of evidence that all pre-requisites (training, experience,
satisfactory vision and success in the relevant PCN examination) have been satisfied, a PCN certificate stating the level
and category awarded will be published.
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The PCN record of certification and/or corresponding wallet card includes the following information as a minimum:
a) The full name of the certified individual, and (optional) date of birth of the certified individual.
b) A unique identification ( PCN Number)
c) The signature of the certificated individual.
d) a photograph of the certificated individual (either on the certificate or a wallet card).
e) A name and address of the certification body (BINDT/PCN).

f) The scope of the certification, including reference to this document, the NDT method(s) and level of certification,
and/or applicable techniques and sector(s), including issue date.

g) Any limitations to the certification, if applicable

h) The effective date of certification and date of expiry

i) The signature and/ or authorisation of a designated representative of the certification body (BINDT/PCN)
j)  Contact information or website address to issuing certification body database forierification purposes.

By issuing the certificate and/or the corresponding wallet card, the British Institute®of NPT attests to the qualification
of the individual but does not give any authority to operate.

14. Conditions of Certification

14.1.
14.1.1.

14.2.
14.2.1.
14.2.2.

14.2.3.
14.2.4.

14.2.5.

14.3.
143.1.

General

Certification is granted, extended, suspended, withdrawngomrevalidated by the certification body (BINDT/PCN). The
maximum period of validity of the certificate is 5'years. To be valid, certificates shall be supported by a certificate of
acceptable visual acuity and colour perceptionfas detailed in s€ction 7.4 of this document.

Validity of Certification
It is the responsibility of the certificat® holder to initiate the procedure required for certification or recertification.

The period of validity of the certificationdis normally of 5 years from the date of certification, and the wallet card (where
issued) is normally 10 years. The expirydate_is indicated on the certificate and/or wallet card.

Initial certification will be issued from the date the results notice was received by PCN and not before.

Where success in the recertification procedure occurs no later than 6 weeks prior to expiry of the certificate, the new
certificate will expire's, yearsiaftenthe expiry date of the certificate being recertified.

It is the responsibility ofihetcandidate to complete his or her own application forms and documentation to ensure the
information provided is\correct and up to date. In the event of a false statement being discovered, any certification
awarded as'a result ofyan examination or renewal application will be null and void and the certificate must be returned
to BINDT)Theycandidate/PCN Holder will accept responsibility for payment of examination fees in the event of non-
payment bythe sponsor.

Suspension or withdrawal of Certification
PCN, certification may become invalid, suspended or withdrawn in the event of any of the scenarios stated below.:

a) in any industrial sector which is not covered by the certificate (unless the holder successfully completes a
supplementary examination for the industrial sector).

b) in the event of unethical behaviour on the part of the certificate holder. Decisions shall be at the discretion of the
British Institute of NDT after investigation and the review of any relevant supporting evidence (see PCN24/CP27 -
PCN Code of Ethics).

c) if examination or certification fees are not paid when due.

d) if the individual becomes physically incapable of performing his/her duties based upon failure of the visual acuity
examination taken annually under the responsibility of his employer.
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e) if a significant interruption (see definitions) takes place in the method for which the individual is certificated.

f) if the individual fails recertification, until such time as the individual meets the requirements for recertification or
initial certification.

g) in the case of certification for industrial radiography, if the period since the certificate holder has achieved success
in a PCN (or recognised equivalent) radiation safety examination exceeds five years.

e  PCN radiography certification is considered by BINDT to be valid in any country outside of the United Kingdom
where the certificate holder has passed an examination on local radiation safety regulations andgprovides to
BINDT evidence of valid radiation safety certification issued by a recognised independent authotityyin that
country.

h) Any other reason deemed by the certification body (BINDT/PCN) that is considered to bringsthe PCN scheme into
disrepute or have any detrimental effect on the integrity, security and/or the reputation of the PCN,scheme.

14.3.2. All decisions regarding the withdrawal or suspension of PCN certification are at the discretion of BINDT/PCN.

14.3.3. Verification of current PCN certification is available at www.bindt.org/PCN provided the\correct PGN number of the
individual is entered.

15. Complaints and Appeals

15.1. PCN certificate holders must recognise that personal integrity and ‘professional competence are the fundamental
principles on which their testing activities are founded (see also use and misuse of certificates — section 19). Accordingly,
it is a condition of PCN certification that certificate halders shall undertake to comply with a code of ethics, which is
published as PCN document reference PCN24/CP27.

15.2.  An aggrieved party in a dispute, which considers itself to,havefreasonable grounds for questioning the competency or
ethical behaviour of a PCN certificated individual orchis/her employer, may petition the British Institute of NDT for
withdrawal or cancellation of certification Wby submitting to PCN a completed form for initiating a formal
complaint/appeal, using PCN document PEN24/CP21.4Such a petition must be accompanied by all relevant facts and, if
it is the view of the British Institdte of NDI that an adequate case has been presented, a full investigation of the
circumstances under dispute will,be initiated.

15.3.  Ifthe petition is substantiated to,the satisfaction of the PCN Management Committee (or a committee to which has been
assigned responsibility for such matters),the certification may be cancelled, or renewal or recertification may be refused,
for such period as the Management'Committee may decide, unless the holder of certification is successful in a further
examination, the cantent ofiwhich will be decided by the Management Committee or its authorised sub-committee at an
ordinary meeting.

15.4.  Appeals against certificate cancellation, failure to certify or failure to renew may be made by the candidate or the
employer upon application in writing to the Secretary to the Management Committee.

15.5.  ThefCertification Management Committee may delegate the process of dealing with complaints and appeals to a properly
constituted sub-committee.

16. Change of employer
16.1. “\Change of employer shall not be cause for recertification.

16.2.  PCN certificates signed by the employer for authorisation purposes must be returned to the British Institute of NDT for
re-issue upon change of employer.

17. Supplementary examinations

17.1. On occasion PCN receives requests from certificate holders who wish to be allowed to attempt a supplementary
examination no later than 6 months prior to certificate expiry. It is important that PCN certificate holders understand the
reasons for the 6-month rule, and its implications.


http://www.bindt.org/PCN
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From 1%t July 2017 all initial supplementary examinations must be sat no later than prior to the expiry date of the
certificate being supplemented to ensure the results notice is received before the expiry date. Results notices received
after the expiry date will not be accepted.

Holders of Level 1 or 2 certification who wish to add an additional category (where appropriate) at the same level will
attempt a supplementary examination comprised of specific theory and/or specific practical parts.

Under no circumstances can an initial supplementary examination be taken after the permitted 6 months prior to the
expiry of the certificate concerned.

One retest of a partly failed supplementary examination will be allowed within the 6-month period prior to the'expiry of
the certificate being supplemented. Retests taken after the expiry date shall not be accepted by PCN.

Where the retest cannot be completed (for whatever reason) prior to expiry of certification, thescandidate will not be
allowed a retest of the attempted supplementary examination.

The retest shall not take place sooner than 30 days from the initial supplementary exam unless furthertraining acceptable
to BINDT has been satisfactorily completed.

Candidates who fail the retest within the 6-month period prior to the expiry date will need to recertify their existing
certificate prior to attempting a supplementary. The PCN database cannot supplement a‘hon-existent certificate. In this
instance the candidate shall apply for late recertification (PCN24/PSL28 form)and incur thefinancial penalty.

By completing the PCN24/PSL57A form the candidate confirms that he or shelundérstands the consequences of failing
the supplementary examination, as detailed above, and is aware that no complaint'or appeal in this event will be accepted
by PCN.

Applicants for level 2 supplementary examinations will be) required®to submit log sheets showing continuity of
employment and application of the method in the industry @r product sector concerned, direct to the examining AQB.

The pass mark for all supplementary examination parts(will be 70%. Refer to the appropriate appendix to this document
for specific information.

Any new certification issued as a result ofgsuccessful, supplementary examination will incorporate the previous
certification and will be valid for a maximum¢of 5 yearsiffom the date of completion of the first successful attempt at the
supplementary examination.

18. Certification and Examination Records

18.1.

18.2.

The British Institute of NDT will_retainycécords of certification issued as a result of success in any PCN examination for a
minimum period of 11 years. ¢An updated,database of certificated personnel, which includes (amongst other things) the
name, PCN identification numberand'seope of certification held by each individual, is maintained by the PCN Certification
Records Office. Verification of thejcertification status of individual PCN certificated personnel is freely available at

www.bindt.org .

BINDT Authorised Qualifying Bedies will retain examination records of successful and unsuccessful candidates for a period
of 11 years_fromythe ‘date ofsthe examination. Audit of specific individual examination records, which are under the
jurisdiction of the Britishinstitute of NDT or its nominees, may be made in accordance with PCN documents PCN24/CP14
and PCN24/CP19.

19. Use and Misuseof Certificates

19.1.

19.2.

The issue of a PCN certificate indicates that the holder has demonstrated an acceptable level of competence measured
bysmeansief the relevant examination conducted at a BINDT Authorised Qualifying Body in accordance with the prevailing
requirements on the date indicated using a particular set of equipment on a specific product. Certificate holders or
employers are not permitted to imply any further degree of competence on the basis of the certificate.

PCN certificate holders or their employers must not use or refer to PCN certificates, nor the PCN logo, nor must they
knowingly allow them to be used or referred to by a third party, in a manner that may be considered fraudulent or to
bring the PCN Scheme into disrepute. The full conditions of use of the PCN logo, or reference to PCN certification, are
detailed in a separate document (PCN24/PSL31) available from the British Institute of NDT.


http://www.bindt.org/
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All certificated personnel are required to keep a register of complaints made against them within the scope of the
certificate of conformance (see also PCN document PCN24/CP27 — Code of Ethics for PCN certificate holders). Failure to
keep such a register or failure to enter valid complaints in it will be construed as a misuse of the certificate and appropriate
penalties will be applied, see below. The register of complaints must be made available to the British Institute of NDT on
request.

The penalty for misuse of PCN certification in all cases is invalidation of the certificate. If the misuse was in the public
domain, publication of the transgression may also be undertaken. Any misuse, which appears to be an infringement of
the law, will result in the matter being reported to the police.

Certificates are valuable documents which should be kept in a safe place. Any suspicion of forgery or misrepresentation
must be reported to the British Institute of NDT. Loss or theft of certificates must be reported to the police and‘toithe
British Institute of NDT.

It is required that all PCN certificate holders maintain a log demonstrating continuity in the application of the NDT activity
for which they are certificated. Examples of suitable pages for recording details of employment, continuity and
surveillance are contained within PCN document PCN24/CP16.

New employers presented with PCN certification should satisfy themselves that the certificateholdefhas been employed
without significant interruption (see definitions) on work for which the certificateywas) granted. It is strongly
recommended that the employer request sight of the certificate holder’s loghook.

20. Transition to PCN24 Scheme

20.1.

This version of the PCN scheme controlling document PCN24/GEN and the re-vamped PCN24 scheme is scheduled for
advance release to PCN Authorised QualifyingBodies (AQB) and BINDT Approved Training Organisations on 1% January
2024. Following the official release approved bodies will be allowed a 6-month transitional period during which BINDT
and its auditors will accept compliance with the@stablished scheme documents and/or the PCN24 scheme documents.
This is to allow users to transition their systems toithedew PCN24 scheme requirements.
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Annex A
(normative)

Sectors
A.1 General

When creating a sector, the certification bady may standardise according to the reference lists of sectors in A.2 and
A.3. This does not preclude the development of@additional sectors to satisfy national needs.

Sector certification may be available atyall three levels of competence in all NDT methods or may be limited to
particular methods or levels. However, arranged, the scope of certification shall be specified on the certificate.

A.2 Product sectors
These include:
— metallic matétials:
a) “castings (c) (ferrous and nonferrous materials).
b) “forgings (f) (all types of forgings: ferrous and non-ferrous materials)
c) welds (w) (all types of welds, including soldering, for ferrous and non-ferrous materials)

d) tubes and pipes (t) (seamless, welded, ferrous and non-ferrous materials, including flat products for the manufacturing
of welded pipes).

e) wrought products (wp) except forgings (i.e. plates, bar, rods);

For composite materials, the certification body shall specify the requirements for examination.
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A.3 Industrial sectors

Sectors combining a number of product sectors including all or some products or specified materials (i.e., ferrous and
non-ferrous metals or non-metals like ceramics, plastics, and composites):

a)
b)
c)

d)

manufacturing (m).
pre- and in-service testing which includes manufacturing (s);
railway maintenance (r);

aerospace (a).

When creating an industrial sector, the certification body shall precisely specify in its published documentation the
scope of the new sector concerned in terms of product, object or item.

An individual certified in an industrial sector shall be regarded also as holding certification,in each product sector from

which

the industrial sector is composed

Annex B

(normative)

Minimum number and type of specimens for the Level 1 and Level 2 practical
examination element

a)

b)

c)
d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

For all practical examination elements, candidates shall be required to test one or more sector specific specimen.

If the candidate is required to testimoreithan one specimen, each specimen shall be different in character, i.e., in product
form, material specification, shape, size, or discontinuity type.

The evaluation and interpretation, of a data set shall be considered as equivalent to testing one specimen.
For a product sector relatedwpractical examination elements:

Candidates shall berequired to test a minimum of three specimens for single product sector examinations and a minimum
of onefrom each product sector for multiple product sector examinations with an overall minimum of three specimens.

For an industrial“sector related practical examination elements: Candidates shall be required to test at least two
specimeéns, representative of products typically tested in the industrial sector.

For RT candidates™: Level 1 and Level 2 candidates shall radiograph at least two specimens. Level 2 candidates, already
certified as Level 1, shall radiograph at least one specimen. In addition to taking radiographs, Level 2 candidates shall
interpret a set of at least 10 film images or 10 digital radiographic images. This set shall be considered as one specimen.

When the certification sought is limited in application, for example, thickness measurement, radiographic interpretation
or automated testing, the minimum number of specimens may be reduced by up to 50 % to one per sector.
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Structured credit system for renewal Level 1,2 and 3 and for Level

3 recertification

Renewal

Level 1 Renewal

see the Table C.1 you must achieve 100"points minimum with at least 75 points from Part A

Level 1 Renewal 100 points required at leasty7Z5 from Part A
Table C.1

Activity Max per year | Max per 5
Years
Part A
Performance,of NDT activities 2/day 25 95
Completionyof theoretical training 1/day 5 15
Completion of practical training 2/day 10 25
Participation in research activities for NDT 1/week 15 60
Part B
Participation to a technical seminar/paper 1/day 2 10
Presenting technical seminar / Paper 1/presentation 3 15
Current individual membership NDT society 1/membership 2 5

Level 2 Renewal

see the Table C.2 you must achieve 100 points with at least 50 points from Part A

Level 2 Renewal 100 points required at least 50 from Part A

Table C.2
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Activity Max per Max per 5
year Years
Part A
Performance of NDT activities 2/day 25 95
Completion of theoretical training 1/day 5 15
Completion of practical training 2/day 10 25
Delivery of training in method 1/day 15 75
Participation in research activities for NDT 1/week 15 60
Part B
Participation to a technical seminar/paper 1/day 2 10
Presenting technical seminar/ Paper 1/presentation 3 15
Current individual membership NDT society 1/membership 2 5
Technical oversight and Mentoring 2/mentee 10 30
Participation in tech Committees 1/committee 3 15
Technical role within Certification body 2/activity 10 30
Level 3 Renewal
See the Table C.3 you must achieve 100 points with at least 50 points from Part A
Level 3 Renewal 100 points required at least 50 from Part A
Table C.3
Activity Max per Max per 5
year Years
Part A
Performance of NDT activities 2/day 25 95
Completion of theoretical training 1/day 5 15
Completion of practical training 2/day 10 25
Delivery of training in method 1/day 15 75
Participation in research activities foRpNDT 1/week 15 60
Part B
Participation to a technical seminar/paper 1/day 2 10
Presenting technical'seminar/ Paper 1/presentation 3 15
Current individual membership NDT society 1/membership 2 5
Technicalloversight and Mentoring 2/mentee 10 40
Participation in techiCommittees 1/committee 4 20
Technical role within Certification body 2/activity 10 40

Recertification

Priorto,the completion of each second period of validity, the certified individual shall be recertified by the certification body for
a new period of five years or less, providing the individual meets the criterion for renewal specified and meets the applicable

conditions/described in the following.

a) Level 1 Recertification - The practical examination

b) Level 2 Recertification - The practical examination and a written instruction

c) Level 3 Recertification - Either
e The Written examination
Or
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e Meet the requirements of the Structured Credit System Table C.4. - Level 3 Recertification 100 points required. A
minimum of 50 points and a maximum of 70 from Part A and a minimum of 30 points and a maximum of 50 points

from Part B
Table C.4
Activity Max per Max per 5
year Years
Part A
Performance of NDT activities 2/day 25 95
Completion of theoretical training 1/day 5 15
Completion of practical training 2/day 10 25
Delivery of training in method 1/day 15 75
Participation in research activities for NDT 1/week 15 60
Part B
Participation to a technical seminar/paper 1/day 2 10
Presenting technical seminar/ Paper 1/presentation 3 15
Current individual membership NDT society 1/membership 2 5
Technical oversight and Mentoring 2/mentee 10 40
Participation in tech Committees 1/committee 4 20
Technical role within Certification body 2/activity 10 40

C.2 Performance of NDT activities

C.2.1 In assessing this activity type, the certification body should consider the responsibilities of employers as specified in 5.5
and the duties specified in Clause 6 (Levels of certification). The following work activities may be considered as acceptable:

a) knowledge and understanding of the customer’s specifications and the inspection standards.

b) verification of operating conditions or setting up“ofithe test equipment, successful performance of NDT, satisfactory
reporting.

c) performance as a Level 3 examiner.

C.2.2 In order to assess the activities specifiedyin £2.1,the certification body may request from the individual seeking renewal or
Level 3 recertification documentation and/or evidence,to demonstrate compliance including, but not limited to, the following:

a) confirmation of the candidates work activities by a certified individual or referee.
b) confirmation of the levelof activity ofithe individual in the given method.

c) confirmation of formalkdocumented competency or proficiency test(s) in the given method.
d) dates and pretocel numbers of reports.

e) details.of any job specific'training received.

f)  confirmation ofiemployer’s authorisation to operate.

g) £ summalry of activities and outputs.

h) “jeb/position description.

i) annual/regular employer assessments of performance/competence.

jh. sample NDT reports.

k) sample procedure(s) developed (Level 3 only).

I) customer feedback.

m) confirmation of adherence to code of ethics from employer.

n) confirmation of compliance with additional national requirements (i.e. radiation safety).
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Other evidence may be deemed acceptable or be requested by the certification body. The certification body may require that
some or all of the submitted evidence be confirmed by the employer

Annex D
(normative)
Grading practical examination elements

D.1 Grading/Marking of Level 1 and Level 2 practical examination element

Guidance for Authorised Qualifying Bodies (AQB) on the grading of level 1 & 2 practical elements and the summary
examination gradings are detailed in BINDT/PCN decument PCN24/CP22 and the supporting forms listed in
PCN24/CP22.

D.2 Grading/Marking of Level 2 writing examination elements (Written Instruction)
Guidance for Authorised Qualifying'Bodies (AQB) on the grading of the level 2 written instruction examination element

and the summary examination gradings are detailed in BINDT/PCN document PCN24/CP22 and the supporting forms
listed in PCN24/CP22.

D.3 Grading/Marking'of Level 3 main method examination element item F (Procedure writing)

Guidanee for Authorised Qualifying Bodies (AQB) on the grading of the level 3 Part F (Procedure writing) examination
are detailed in BINDT/PCN document PCN24/CP25 and the supporting forms listed in PCN24/CP25.
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Annex E
(informative)

Training requirements for techniques

E.1 General

This annex considers the increasing use of NDT techniques developed in the framework of an NDT method. This annex
is also intended to provide guidance for an incre@sing request for competency in those techniques.

The selection of NDT techniques included in this annex is net meant to be comprehensive nor exclusive and, therefore,
leaves room for future techniques whendheir use becomes significant for inclusion in the annex.

Direct access to Level 2 requires thed6tal training days shown in each table for Levels 1 and 2. Direct access to Level 3
requires the total training days shown in the tables where applicable for Levels 1, 2, and 3.

N/A means not applicable.

E.2 Recommendedadditional training days for techniques
E.2.1 General

The training requirements for the techniques shown in Tables E.1 and E.2 are in addition to those for the method
showngn Table'2.

NOTE Theytraining tequirements for the base methods from Table 2 are reproduced in the first line of Tables E.1 for
convenience:

E.2.2 Validity

Certification in a technique is valid as long as the certificate in the main method is valid.

Table E.1 — Ultrasonic testing (UT) techniques additional training requirements

| Technique | Abbreviated term | Training requirements (days)
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| Level 1 Level 2 Level 3
UT (as per Table 2) 8 10 5
Time of flight UT-TOFD 5 5 5
Phased array UT- PA 5 5 5

Table E.2 — Ultrasonic testing (UT) techniques additional prerequisites

Technique Level 1 Level 2 Level 3
UT-TOFD UT1 uT2 uT3
UT —-PA UT1 uT2 uT3

this requirement.

NOTE The level stated in the table is the minimum acceptable level of certification. A Level 3 certificate holder satisfies

E.3 Recommended total training days for radiographic testing (RT)xtechniques

E.3.1 General

The training requirements for the techniques shown in Tables E.3 and E.4 arejthe total training days required for
certification in the RT technique noted.

E.3.2 Validity

Certification in a technique is valid as long as the certificatejinsthe main method is valid, except for techniques with

limited scope.

Table F.3 — Radiographic testing (RT) techniques trainingfrequirements

Technique Technique with Abbreviated Training requirements (days)
limited scope term Level 1 Level 2 Level 3
Film & Digital RT.-FD 8 10 8
Film RT —F 5 10 5
Digital RT-D 5 10 5
Computed RT-CT 4 5 5
tomography
Radioscopy RT-S 4 4 5
RT Filmyinterpretation | RT —FI N/A 8 N/A
RT digital image RT - DI N/A 8 N/A
interpretation
RT film and digital RT — FDI N/A 9 N/A
image Interpretation

NOTE"At the present time, training shown in Table 2 for RT is mainly film radiography (RT-F).

When thetraining syllabi are in agreement with the recommendations in ISO/TS 25107, several situations are to be
considered, RT including then film and digital radiography (RT-FD).

E.3.3 Additional training requirements for film to digital transition

Candidates holding an RT-F certificate and seeking certification in RT-D need to have additional training, as shown in

Table EA4.

Table E.4— Additional training requirements for RT-F to RT-D OR RT-D to RT-F
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Method Technique Level 1 Level 2 Level 3
RT Film to Digital radiography (RTF — RTD) 3 days 5 days 3 days
RT Digital to Film Radiography (RTD — RTF) 3 days 5 days 3 days

Summary of changes

Issue Issue date Summary of changes
01 01/July/2023 —initial (for comment) | Complete review and rewrite following,issue of BSEN
(For implementation 01/Jan/2024) ISO 9712:2022. PCN scheme rebrand as PEN24.
Replaces and supersedes PCN/GENissue'd9 which is
withdrawn as of 01/Jan/2024
01 01/July/2023 - Final (after comment) | Complete review and rewrite following issue of BS EN

(For implementation 01/Jan/2024)

ISO 9712:2022.LPCN scheme rebrand as PCN24.

Replaces andrsupersedes PCN/GEN issue 19 which is
withdrawn as of 01/Jan/2024
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