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Copy date: 
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NDT News is a monthly compact-newspaper-style publication aimed 
at non-destructive testing technicians and inspection, condition 
monitoring and quality practitioners.

It incorporates the Branch bulletin of the British Institute of NDT, which 
was formerly a supplement known as NDT NEWS, and NewsLink, the 
former newsletter of the now discontinued International Association of 
Quality Practitioners (the IAQP).

Each month it is circulated free to BINDT members – approximately  
2500 in total – and each quarter (in the months of March, June,  
September and December) it is in addition circulated to all PCN 
certificate holders – around an additional 15,000.

NDT News thus forms a very attractive vehicle for advertisers and 
communicators who wish to penetrate this vital sector. Advertising 
reservations and editorial contributions are welcome. Please turn the 
page for advertising rates and further details.

NDT News is normally published on or about 
the 1st of the month of issue.
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Bilfinger secures major contract 

from INEOS 

Bilfinger has been awarded 

a large-scale maintenance 

contract by INEOS FPS. 

The aim of the contract is to 

ensure the reliability of the critical 

Forties Pipeline System (FPS), 

which transports and processes 

oil and gas from the North Sea. 

The three-year contract, with 

an option of a further two-year 

extension, marks the continuation 

of a long-standing partnership 

that has existed for over a decade.

Under the agreement, Bilfinger 

will provide access, insulation, 

coating and fireproofing services 

for projects, as well as maintenance  

work for both the onshore and 

offshore facilities of the 169 km 

pipeline system. The contract, 

which took effect at the beginning 

of January 2024, will be executed 

by Bilfinger’s Maintenance and 

Insulation, Scaffolding and 

Corrosion Protection (ISP) business 

units. Around 130 Bilfinger 

employees will be on site every day to 

ensure efficient and comprehensive 

service delivery. INEOS will benefit 

from the strong regional presence 

to prolong the life of the system by 

at least 20 years, supporting North 

Sea production into the 2040s, 

underwritten by a strategy with 

three key elements: sustainability, 

investment and local community.

To reach this 2040+ goal 

requires targeted investment in the 

infrastructure, critical to ensuring 

it is still operating efficiently, safely 

and sustainably for the next 20 years 

and beyond. In 2018, INEOS FPS 

announced a £500 million strategic 

investment in the FPS to reconfigure 

the system, extend its life and 

continue to support North Sea oil & 

gas production, sustainably, into the 

long term.
Bilfinger’s comprehensive 

services are supporting its customer 

in this mission. Its maintenance 

services not only optimise asset 

performance but also sustainably 

extend the lifetime of the pipelines. 

and expertise of the executing 

business unit Bilfinger UK.

“Our ambition to be the 

number one partner in efficiency 

and sustainability, together with 

our long-standing investment in 

the development of local personnel, 

positions us perfectly to support 

INEOS in extending the life of the 

critical FPS infrastructure while 

minimising its environmental 

impact,” said Sandy Bonner, 

President Engineering & 

Maintenance UK at Bilfinger. “In 

our long-standing partnership, we 

continue to share the commitment 

to continuously improve the 

effectiveness of maintenance and 

the efficiency of service delivery; 

continually improving asset 

reliability and meeting operational 

efficiency challenges.”

Since 1975, the FPS has been 

the vanguard of the UK’s North 

Sea oil & gas industry, safely 

transporting and processing 

billions of barrels of crude oil 

from 85 offshore oilfields. Under 

INEOS ownership, the FPS has 

entered a new phase in its lifecycle 

Bilfinger provides end-to-end solutions for the full cycle of  

oil & gas infrastructure

In addition, by ensuring proper 

insulation and sealing, energy 

consumption is reduced and 

environmental impact is minimised.

“We look forward to continuing 

this collaboration. Bilfinger’s drive 

for continuous improvement and 

its ability to respond flexibly to our 

priorities and strategic objectives 

have been key contributors,” said 

Ewan MacAngus, Operations 

Director of INEOS FPS.

As a strategic partner to the 

process industry, Bilfinger is a 

driving force in the industry’s 

transition to greater efficiency and 

sustainability in existing plants 

and new technologies. With more 

than 60 years of experience in the 

oil & gas industry, the Group offers 

comprehensive services for the entire 

lifecycle of onshore and offshore 

facilities from a single source.

www.bilfinger.com/en/uk

Edixia Automation 

becomes part of Testia

Edixia Automation and 

Testia have joined forces 

to position themselves on 

the global expertise and quality 

control market. With effect from 

January 2024, Edixia is now part 

of the Testia Group, following the 

acquisition of the company by 

Testia.
Edixia Automation designs 

and deploys artificial vision 

systems for defect detection, 

improving quality performance 

and productivity. Its inspection, 

measurement and robot control 

solutions guarantee zero-defect 

manufacturing.

This strategic integration 

marks an important step in 

the growth and expansion of 

Testia’s business activities. By 

combining its strengths and skills 

in the field of inspection solutions 

and expertise, the company is 

convinced that it is able to offer its 

customers even more innovative 

and effective products. The 

complementary nature of both 

teams with experience in different 

fields marks the start of an exciting 

new era for Testia and Edixia 

Automation.
Edixia Automation, which 

will change its name to Testia, 

will continue to be based near 

Rennes, in Britanny, France. Being 

part of the Testia group will give 

it access to new resources, skills 

and synergies, paving the way for 

new opportunities for growth and 

innovation.
“We would like to warmly 

thank Testia’s and Edixia’s 

customers, suppliers, partners 

and employees for their continued 

support. Together, we are looking 

forward to taking on new 

challenges and to continuing 

to provide state-of-the-art 

automation solutions to meet the 

evolving industrial needs,” said a 

spokesperson for the companies.

Testia is an Airbus company 

with over 30 years of experience, 

specialising in structural integrity 

and non-destructive testing 

(NDT). Its end-to-end solutions 

include a broad range of NDT 

and quality inspection equipment 

for quick and efficient analysis 

of structures, components and 

assembly. Testia also trains and 

qualifies personnel in all NDT 

methods, at all qualification levels, 

as well as providing inspections, 

consultancy and engineering 

services.
www.testia.com

ROSEN develops 

hydrogen research 

project for the  
Energy Institute

The ROSEN Group has 

developed a research 

report commissioned 

by the Energy Institute to 

identify current knowledge 

gaps regarding repurposing 

natural gas infrastructure for 

hydrogen. The report is based on 

a literature review of all ongoing 

technical work, joint industry 

projects and research in this field  

worldwide.
“The conversion of the existing 

natural gas infrastructure to the 

transportation of hydrogen is an 

important element of the energy 

transition. While the threats 

operators face with natural gas 

infrastructure are still relevant, 

there are certain characteristics 

of hydrogen that may increase the 

risk of some threats more than 

others,” explained Neil Gallon, 

Principal Engineer at ROSEN. 

“As hydrogen is a relatively new 

energy source, there are at this 

time some knowledge gaps that 

need to be addressed in order to 

safely use the existing assets while 

transitioning to a decarbonised  

future.”
Together with the Energy 

Institute, the ROSEN Group is 

working on filling these knowledge 

gaps by reviewing all ongoing 

technical work, joint industry 

projects and research worldwide. 

The goal of this research is 

to consolidate all knowledge 

into a guidance document 

to enable pipeline operators 

and other energy companies 

to safely introduce hydrogen 

into their existing natural gas 

infrastructure. The research 

report focuses on pipelines and 

certain associated installations 

from (but not including) the 

hydrogen production plant up to 

the customer’s inlet valves. 

Whilst work on an initial 

report identified various gaps 

and areas requiring further work 

for safe repurposing, this new 

report identified a significant 

amount of work that at least 

partially addresses these gaps 

already. The projects examined in 

the report already provide initial 

insights but are still ongoing 

and cannot yet answer all of the  

questions. 
“Our aim is to support  

operators mastering the 

challenges brought on by 

the energy transition,” said  

Marion Erdelen-Peppler, Global 

Business Line Manager for 

Hydrogen at ROSEN. “Our unique 

inspection and testing data pool, 

combined with our thorough 

knowledge of the conditions 

of countless miles of pipeline, 

empowers us to assess which of 

these knowledge gaps as addressed 

in the Energy Institute report are 

extremely relevant and urgently 

need to be addressed. The idea of a 

guidance document for operators 

and other energy companies is 

extremely useful for the industry.” 

www.rosen-group.co
m
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Wherever you are in your NDT career, 

BINDT has a comprehensive apprenticeship 

pathway to progress you to the next level

n	 Highly-regarded NDT apprenticeships at Operator, Technician 

 and Engineer level

n	 Training and certification through the globally recognised PCN 

 Scheme, which meets the requirements of ISO 9712 and EN 4179 

 standards in the UK, plus other industry-recognised qualifications

n	 End-point assessment package that delivers maximum benefit 

 at minimum cost, including advice, technical support and 

 guidance documents, personal log book and one year’s free 

 Engineering Council registration on successful completion 

 (where applicable)

Bilfinger supports its customers with extensive expertise in 

pipework fabrication
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Sonomatic achieves class sign-off for entirely robotic FPSO cargo oil tank special survey

Fairley Gunn Group expands radiography division presence 

Sonomatic has announced a groundbreaking achievement in the field of robotic offshore oil & gas inspections. Utilising both Sonomatic and Geo Ocean’s innovative i-COT technology and working in close collaboration with Shell, Sonomatic and its sister companies, Geo Oceans and AUAV, have successfully delivered full special survey inspections of four cargo oil tanks on a floating production storage and offloading (FPSO) unit in the Gulf of Mexico, USA. This project, recognised and signed off by the American Bureau of Shipping (ABS), marks what is claimed to be the first-ever completion of an entire cargo oil tank special survey using entirely remote robotic methods without any manned  entry.
This milestone is monumental for the global FPSO industry. Traditionally, cargo oil tank inspections have required human confined-space entry and previous attempts at robotic inspections always necessitated some level of human involvement within the tanks to fulfil survey requirements. However, Sonomatic’s survey was conducted entirely using robotic methods, for all gauging requirements and visual inspections, with the result that no personnel had to enter the tanks.

Sonomatic has acknowledged the tremendous help and support received by Steve Trevino from the Shell Robotics team, the Deepwater team in Louisiana and the incredible efforts of Shell’s offshore crew on the FPSO unit, especially Offshore Installation Managers Aleksandar Zhechkov and Chetan S Abhyankar, whose leadership and expertise were instrumental in the successful execution of this project.The implications of this success extend far beyond this single project. The ability to conduct high-quality, remote inspections paves the way for safer, more efficient operations across all industries. This achievement demonstrates that remote robotic inspections can meet and even exceed the stringent requirements of major classification societies, such as the American Bureau of Shipping.
Moreover, accomplishing this milestone underscores the dedication and expertise of the teams at Sonomatic, Geo Oceans and AUAV. Years of research, 

Fairley Gunn Group, a North East-based engineering services group, has continued its ambitious growth strategy with the acquisition of X-ray technology specialist  Axi-Tek Ltd and its wholly owned subsidiary Metrix NDT Ltd.The acquisition strengthens Fairley Gunn Group’s position in the UK and Ireland non-destructive testing (NDT) market and expands its geographic footprint. Midlands-based Axi-Tek was founded in 2012 and the business acquired Metrix NDT in 2020. Metrix, which is a supplier and designer of X-ray inspection components, systems and services, provides manufacturers, universities, research organisations and technology innovators with standard and bespoke digital radiography inspection systems.Nicholas Fox, the former Managing Director and Technical Lead of Metrix, will continue to work with the business alongside Fairley Gunn Group to ensure continuity with existing clients and to help develop new opportunities for the Group.
This transaction marks the fourth acquisition by Fairley Gunn Group since it was founded by Peter Fairley and  Jonathan James-Gunn in 2021. The Group, which employs more than 40 people and turns over in excess of £5.5 million, was formed after it acquired Jarrow-based NDT Electronic Services, which is a supplier of industrial radiography equipment and systems.The Group subsequently acquired Northumberland-based 

development and collaborative effort, working closely with Shell, has culminated in this pioneering project, setting a new standard for the industry. Shell’s unwavering commitment to pursuing safer operations and willingness to trial these new robotic methods has been critical to the success of the project.
As Sonomatic celebrates this historic milestone, the company looks forward to continuing to innovate and push the boundaries of what is possible in offshore inspections. Its i-COT technology represents a significant advancement in ensuring the safety, efficiency and sustainability of offshore operations worldwide.

Gilligan Engineering Services Ltd, which supplies and services industrial gamma radiography equipment, systems and sources for the NDT industry, and Select Control Systems Ltd, located in Gateshead, which designs and manufactures control panels and automation systems for a range of sectors.
Fairley Gunn Group aims to continue its organic and acquisitive growth through a fundraising programme, which will be led by leading Newcastle-based RG Corporate Finance (RGCF).

Peter Fairley, Managing Director and 50% shareholder of Fairley Gunn Group, said: “We are very proud to welcome  Axi-Tek and Metrix NDT into the Group, extending our capabilities to support the NDT sector with 
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In collaboration with Shell, Sonomatic, Geo Oceans and AUAV 
have completed an entirely remote robotic survey of cargo oil 
tanks on an FPSO unit
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Peter Fairley (left) and Jonathan James-Gunn

Sonomatic, Geo Oceans and AUAV remain committed to driving forward technological advancements and delivering unparalleled service quality in the oil & gas sector. This achievement is a testament to the companies’ relentless pursuit of excellence and vision for a safer, more efficient future in offshore inspections.Sonomatic specialises in the design, development and application of non-destructive testing (NDT) inspections.It resides as a global leader for remotely operated vehicle (ROV)/diver-deployed subsea inspection and non-intrusive inspection (NII) technologies.
https://sonomatic.com

advanced radiography inspection systems. Axi-Tek widens our solution offering with standard and bespoke digital inspection systems and Metrix benefits from an increase in resource and engineering support availability. The businesses share our vision to champion and support British manufacturing and through this acquisition we are strengthening the opportunities for the Group by growing our customer base and complementary  services.”
Carl Swansbury, Partner and Head of Corporate Finance at RGCF, said: “Fairley Gunn Group has delivered strong, sustainable growth through the organic growth activities of its individual businesses and through its acquisition strategy. We are delighted to have advised Fairley Gunn Group on this acquisition. It represents the ambitions of the Founders and its workforce to deliver niche and specialist engineering services that are in demand from a cross-section of industries. We are confident that the next stage of Fairley Gunn Group’s growth, which will involve a meaningful fundraise, will ensure the Group has the capital required to fund further acquisitions.”

Chris Hughes, Partner at Mincoffs Solicitors, said: “We were delighted to advise Fairley Gunn Group on its acquisition of  Axi-Tek and Metrix NDT, the latest in a series of significant acquisitions for the Group. It was fantastic to deliver a successful outcome for Peter and the management team and we look forward to working together in the future as they continue to expand their reach and position in the marketplace.”
Fairley Gunn Group is on a mission to supply the highest valued products and engineering services to the manufacturing industry, with the vision to champion and support British manufacturing.
https://fairleygunngroup.com

Look at the benefits membership of BINDT brings...!

Certification • Professional Registration • Membership • Apprenticeships • Events • Publishing

By joining the Institute as an Individual or Corporate member you have 
access to a range of valuable benefits, including:l Free copy of Insight*, BINDT Yearbook* and NDT News*;
l Companies receive free listing in every issue of Insight*, the  
 BINDT Yearbook and online Buyers’ Guide;l Discounts for attendance and participation at Institute events  
 and on books, membership items and other goods;
l Companies receive discounts for advertising in all Institute  
 publications;
l Free Branch membership and opportunity to participate in  
 industry committees;l Free technical and legal advice;l Display of authorised livery on letterhead and shield for  

 company reception; *Online-only copies for Affiliate Members.
BINDT has entered into an agreement with the Hospital and Medical Care 
Association (HMCA), whereby HMCA will offer BINDT members and their 
families the following:
l Medical care planl Dental plan
l Income protection planl Care cash plan
l HMCA single- and multi-  trip travel plan

l Personal accident planl HMCA breakdown   recovery club
l Legal helpline
l NDT helpline

BINDT, Midsummer House, Riverside Way, Bedford Road, Northampton NN1 5NX, UK. Tel: +44 (0)1604 438300; Email: info@bindt.org

For more information and to apply, visit www.bindt.org/membership

w w w . b i n d t . o r g / a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s

Wherever you are in your NDT career, BINDT has a comprehensive apprenticeship pathway to progress you to the next level

n	 Highly-regarded NDT apprenticeships at Operator, Technician 
 and Engineer level
n	 Training and certification through the globally recognised PCN 
 Scheme, which meets the requirements of ISO 9712 and EN 4179 
 standards in the UK, plus other industry-recognised qualifications
n	 End-point assessment package that delivers maximum benefit 
 at minimum cost, including advice, technical support and 
 guidance documents, personal log book and one year’s free 
 Engineering Council registration on successful completion 
 (where applicable)

Glacier Energy enhances wind inspection offering with three new partnership agreements

Element and Magma Global renew partnership to extend m-pipe capabilities

Glacier Energy, an international provider of products, services and engineered solutions for renewable and conventional energy markets, has entered three new partnership agreements to implement  ground-breaking technologies into its wind inspection offering.The three new partnerships: Romotioncam’s no-downtime, ground-based cameras, Ilosta (Crack Map)’s digital artificial intelligence (AI) monitoring software and Acuity Robotics’ Robot Squirrel, will see Glacier Energy working in collaboration with each partner to provide leading edge, safer and cost-effective inspection solutions that determine the integrity of clients’ wind turbine blades and towers.These new developments complement the use of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) in partnership with Air Tech Integrity for blade inspection, which was introduced into Glacier Energy’s offering last October.Glacier Energy’s inspection services division has a strong 

Element has announced the renewal of its strategic partnership with Magma 

unique ability to complete blade inspections while the wind turbine remains in full operation, allowing our clients to achieve no downtime and efficient optimisation of their wind farm. 
“Ilosta’s digital AI monitoring software Crack Map produces advanced 3D models based on the information that is collected on-site by Glacier Energy’s technicians and partners, 

30-year heritage of providing non-destructive testing (NDT) and inspection services on the fabrication of monopiles, transition pieces and jackets for global offshore wind farms.More recently, Glacier Energy has built up a strong track record of delivering operations and maintenance projects for  in-service wind farms across the UK and Europe.
Tracie Watson, Glacier Energy’s Business Development Director, commented on the recent partnership agreements: “Since 2021, our renewables team has significantly developed our wind operation and maintenance offering. With the introduction of full rope access capabilities, UAVs and now with three exciting new partnerships, we can offer our clients innovative wind solutions that save both time and money.”John MacDonald, Renewables Manager at Glacier Energy, added: “Each partnership brings something different. Romotioncam’s innovative ground-based cameras offer the 
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In collaboration with its partners, Glacier Energy will provide 
innovative solutions in its wind inspection offering
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providing comprehensive blade analysis and clear insight into the condition of the blades.“Finally, Acuity Robotics’ Robot Squirrel allows for a safer, faster and more efficient way to inspect surface conditions and welds.“We now look forward to working collaboratively with each of our partners and helping extend the life of our clients’ wind turbines.”www.glacierenergy.com

Intertek partners with Emitech Group to expand electrical testing capabilities in Europe
Intertek, a leading total quality assurance provider to industries worldwide, has announced its partnership with Emitech Group, a French independent testing and engineering specialist. Accredited to EN 17025 and  EN 17065 standards, a notified body and a participant in the IECEE CB Scheme, Emitech Group brings expertise in training, testing and engineering to organisations operating across consumer products, medical devices, transportation and infrastructure. Emitech Group is supporting its customers on their testing and approval journeys in both Europe and worldwide. As a newly appointed Intertek partner, Emitech Group’s footprint complements Intertek’s ever-growing expertise and global network of accredited laboratories and facilities. With 135 years’ experience of delivering assurance, testing, inspection and certification solutions across all major industries, Intertek is trusted by global manufacturers to ensure the quality, safety and sustainability of their products. This strategic alliance brings market-leading facilities and expanded coverage to Emitech Group and Intertek’s European customers. 

Marking the start of this new partnership, leaders from Intertek and Emitech gathered 

at Emitech Group’s headquarters in Montigny-le-Bretonneux near Paris in November 2023 for the special unveiling of a plaque marking its status as an Intertek partner laboratory. 
Speaking at the event, Sunny Rai, President of Electrical, Connected World and Transportation Technologies at Intertek, said: “We are delighted to recognise Emitech as an Intertek partner and to be collaborating with this impressive business to support our shared customers both in France and across Europe. Emitech’s excellent capabilities, particularly in electromagnetic fields, are highly complementary to our own laboratory network both in Europe and globally. I am excited to see our two businesses grow together as we move forward with this strategic alliance.” 

Matthieu Cognet, President of Emitech Group, said: “Since our foundation in 1989, Emitech has evolved enormously, acquiring new skills and developing increasingly specialised technical expertise. We are very proud to be announcing another milestone today with this strategic alliance. Our partnership with Intertek, a recognised global leader in total quality assurance, expands our reach and capabilities. I am sure this will be mutually beneficial to both groups’ clients.” 
www.intertek.com

Global, a TechnipFMC company. The collaboration is focused on advancing thermoplastic 

composite technologies for the energy sector through rigorous testing and validation.
In this renewed partnership, the two companies will harness Element’s state-of-the-art facilities in Hitchin, UK, to evaluate and extend the capabilities of Magma’s innovative m-pipe systems. The m-pipe is constructed from a lightweight, high-strength thermoplastic composite. It provides corrosion resistance, pressure ratings and rapid deployment that is unmatched by traditional steel or flexible pipe alternatives. Importantly, it is engineered to withstand prolonged exposure to high temperatures, harsh chemicals and moisture, ensuring reliable performance in offshore and subsea environments.“We are excited to continue our collaboration with the experienced experts at Element Hitchin,” said Julie Campbell, Senior Project Manager at Magma Global. “Their world-class laboratory will prove invaluable as we work to ensure the ongoing success and evolution of our m-pipe product line to meet critical needs in offshore, subsea and other demanding energy applications.”Luke Shield, General Manager for Energy UK South at Element Hitchin, added: “By 

combining Element’s extensive expertise in materials testing and characterisation with Magma’s advanced composite technologies, this partnership strengthens our capability to drive innovations that enhance safety, performance and sustainability. We look forward to building on our shared commitment to technical excellence and pioneering the next generation of solutions tailored for the energy sector’s toughest challenges.”The testing data generated through the partnership will provide significant insights to assist Magma in optimising its thermoplastic pipe systems and qualifying them for new operating environments. This collaboration represents an important step in advancing materials science and shaping the future of the energy industry.Element is a leading global provider of testing, inspection and certification services on a wide range of products, materials, processes and services for a diverse set of end markets. 
Element’s scientists, engineers and technologists support customers from early research and development, through complex regulatory approvals and into production.

www.element.com
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…engineering safety, integrity and reliability

Stand out from the crowdProve your engineering competence with engineering registration through BINDT

Chartered Engineer (CEng), Incorporated Engineer (IEng) 
or Engineering Technician (EngTech) registration is available 
through the British Institute of Non-Destructive Testing and each 
highlights your professional attitude and potential to employers, 
clients and colleagues, opening doors internationally to new 
networks, business and career possibilities.To gain recognition of your engineering capability, experience 

and commitment, email: professional.registration@bindt.orgwww.bindt.org
The British Institute of NDT, Midsummer House, Riverside Way, Bedford Road, 

Northampton NN1 5NX, UK. Tel: +44 (0)1604 438300; Email: info@bindt.org
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