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CONFIRMED NOTES OF THE 11th MEETING OF THE 
UK NATIONAL AEROSPACE NDT BOARD 

NANDTB/07/M1 confirmed 24th May 2007
Meeting Date: 
22nd February 2007
Location: 
Bombardier, Belfast


1. The agenda was confirmed with the addition of an item concerning Level 2 (limited) qualifications.
2. Attendance & apologies for absence

The meeting was attended by Messrs. Jon Biddulph (Chairman), Colin Thomas, John Hewitt, Ian Chapman (CAA), Graham McCully, Eric McIlroy, Chris Dootson and John Thompson (Secretary). 
Apologies for absence were tendered by Messrs. Stanley Gane, Roger Hogarth and Phil Berkley. 
3. The Unconfirmed Notes of the Thursday 23rd November 2006 (Filton) meeting were accepted, and approved for publication as confirmed minutes.
4. Actions and matters arising from the last meeting (not covered by the agenda)

22/06a – the Chairman had drafted terms of reference for the co-opted TEG representative, and these were presented to the Board. It was agreed that JRT would bring into a suitable format and register as an internal document for use by the Board and by TEG and its co-opted representative. It was also agreed to use this template to draft a similar terms of reference for the Co-opted SIG/OA/NDT laboratory representative (GMcC). Action 01/07: JRT 

33/06 – it was agreed that the next Board meeting at Filton would provide the opportunity to present a certificate of recognition to Mr. Phillips.

37/06 – production of a Qualification Examination result template. The action to request copies of certificates issued by Outside Agencies had not been completed. A draft certificate (compiled by JRT with the co-operation of the SWS of NDT) was tabled and reviewed, and it was agreed that it be sent to CT for TEG discussion. GMcC tabled a document used by MML, which was a detailed examination results notification listing all of the specifications covered by the examination, and a precise scope of competence demonstrated in examination. It was confirmed that SWS of NDT also use a similar document, but it was recognised that the candidate (and his employer) wanted something that might be framed for display in the company. Action 02/07: JRT
38/06 – discussion and resolution of questions concerning vision requirements (Jaeger Vs Snellen Vs tumbling E). The Board recognised that Jaeger is not standardised and this has caused concern in the USA.  The FAA has funded a study and the recomendations have been incorporated into the latest draft output ffrom the NAS/EN working group (version 7.2 dated December 29th, 2006), which specifies Snellen 20/25 (J2).  No immediate action to be taken by the Board, but this will need to be considered when the above draft is submitted as a new working document into the CEN standards development process.
All other actions were considered to have been discharged.
5. CAA GR23 revision. 
a. Mr. Chapman briefly outlined proposed amendments, which would have the effect of extending the GR to include production (separate references to production and maintenance organisations would be replaced by the unified term ‘approved organisations’), thus satisfying applicable BCARs and EASA part 21. The role of the UK NANDT Board would thus be extended to cover part 21 organisations. The revised GR23 would likely result in CAIP 4-10 not proceeding to publication. Mr. Chapman agreed to circulate a draft GR23 to the Board for comment.  Action 03/07: Ian Chapman (provide draft GR23 to JRT for circulation to the Board, giving cut-off date for comments)
b. There was considerable discussion of the use and definition of Level 2 (limited) qualifications, and IC requested that the Board define and describe ‘limited’ Level 2 qualifications (typically awarded to individuals that have not yet fully satisfied the experience requirements of 4179, yet have demonstrated competence to be authorised for specific limited tests). It was agreed that GMcC would draft guidance in PowerPoint form - similar to that used for introduction of new technology – and for JRT to publish this on the Board’s web pages as a formally issued and controlled NANDTB publication so that the CAA’s GR23 might refer to it. Action 04/07: Graham McCully and JRT
c. JRT highlighted recent correspondence concerning the use of the terms ‘Nominated Level 3’ and ‘Responsible Level 3’. He suggested that there might me less scope for confusion if GR23 and EN4179 used the same term, or if the GR23 pointed out that the ‘Nominated Level 3’ could be, but was not necessarily, the ‘Responsible Level 3’ defined in the standard. IC suggested that JRT propose appropriate text.
6. Questions from industry
a. Nadcap access to examination papers
Should Nadcap have access to examination papers held at Outside Agencies, including at PCN Authorised Qualifying Bodies for the Aerospace sector, when such examinations are under the control of the NANDTB?
NACDAP PRI (Europe) had drafted an auditor advisory memorandum (NDT06 – 0007), and had provided the UK NANDTB chairman with a draft for comment. A common position hade been agreed. The Chairman used a prepared PowerPoint presentation to outline the issues and propose solutions. 

Following discussion of the issued, and having confirmed that the BINDT Outside Agency audit of examination papers was similar to that of Nadcap, the Board approved the publication on its website of the PowerPoint file and the Nadcap auditor advisory NDT06-0007. Action 05/07: JRT
b. Interpretation of EN 4179 regarding Table 2 experience.
There had been a request for interpretation by the UK NANDTB of the number of experience hours required for an individual who is (say) training to become a Level 2 in MT, but is already a Level 3 in PT.  Specifically, could the requirement be reduced from the present 400 hours to 200 hours because of the individual’s previous experience in NDT, even though he is not training in multiple methods simultaneously as described by the footnote in EN 4179 Table 2? 
The general view of the Board was that this reduction would be admissible in the circumstances described, and agreed that the publication of these minutes served to promulgate the interpretation.
7. Approval of publications

a. CP17A (Level 3 recertification) draft rev A clarified the fact that the Level 3 seeking recertification had to be successful in the Level 2 practical unless the individual concerned concurrently held a PCN Level 2 certificate with the same scope. The tabled draft was approved for publication and implementation with effect from 01 April 2007. Action 06/07: JRT
b. A query (from Mr. P Berkley) regarding the present requirement that holders of PCN radiography certification must also hold a valid PCN certificate (or alternative recognised by PCN) for basic radiation safety was discussed. The Board agreed that the present requirement stand unchanged.
8. Control of Qualifying Agencies and Examinations
a. The Board discussed the scope of its responsibilities, particularly in the important area of controlling aerospace sector qualification examinations. It recognised the need to maintain an oversight of audits so that it could be satisfied that it was exerting control and identifying opportunities for improvement.

b. The Board reviewed the present PCN AQB Audit Programme, and assigned Mr. Bobby Scott (Bombardier) to oversee the Audit by John Thompson of the TWI Aerospace AQB at Cambridge on 8th November 2007.
c. The Board reviewed the BINDT Accredited OA Audit Programme, and assigned Mr. Chris Dootson to oversee the John Thompson audit of Argyll Ruane at Rotherham on 28th March 2007, and  Mr. Jon Biddulph to oversee the John Thompson audit of Material Measurements Limited at Reigate on 23rd May 2007.
9. Liaison and contact with other NANDTB
a. The Board was presented with a written and verbal report from the 01 December 2006 meeting of the European Forum for NANDTB. 
b. The Board noted that the UK NANDTB input to the Forum was through attendance of meetings by the Chairman of the UK Board (who had been appointed Vice Chairman of the European Forum), and that it was playing a leading role in the work of the forum through Messrs. Biddulph and Thompson. 

c. It was hoped that the European Forum would somehow become influential or even directly involved in the work of revising EN 4179 presently undertaken by the NAS-EN WG (which was presently driven mainly from the U.S. side).
10. Any other business 
There was discussion on the ongoing Bombardier introduction of new technology (IRT inspection during production of composite structure), and the progress of their candidate for Level 3 IRT qualification. The SWS of NDT was actively participating in providing training and qualification, and was using an external consultant expert in the IRT field in this context. The Board asked to be kept informed.
11. Date and location of the 12th meeting of the UK NAndtB: 
The next meeting will be held at MML, Reigate, on Thursday 24th May 2007 (with OA oversight (JB) audit of MML on Wednesday 23rd May).
Mr. Hewitt advised that he would be seeking to provide facilities at Broughton (Chester) for the Thursday 22nd November 2007 meeting, and would keep the members informed of progress on this.

With gratitude expressed for the hospitality and support of Bombardier, the host for the present meeting, the Board meeting was closed at 15:00.

Actions and assignments

	Ref
	Action
	Assignment
	Action by / Status

	37/06
	Request OAs to send copy of their output document(s), and to concatenate returns for consideration at the next Board meeting.
	Secretary
	2007-04-05 - completed

	01/07
	Draft terms of reference for the co-opted TEG representative, format and register as an internal document for use by the Board and by TEG and its co-opted representative.
	Secretary
	2007-04-05 -completed

	02/07
	Provide formatted OA qualification examination notification and guidance on completion to Colin Thomas for discussion and agreement within TEG
	Secretary
	2007-04-05 – completed 

	03/07
	Provide draft GR23 (with cut-off date for comments)  to JRT for circulation to and comment by the Board members
	Ian Chapman
	Carried forward 

	04/07
	Draft PPP definition of Level 2 (Limited) and publish as NANDTB document (for reference by CAA in GR23)
	Graham McCully and Secretary 
	2007-04-05 – completed

	05/07
	Publicise Nadcap Auditor Advisory on NANDTB web pages
	Secretary
	2007-04-05 - completed

	06/07
	Publish CP17A
	Secretary
	2007-04-05 - completed
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