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Copy date - 15th of the month preceding publication 
date
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NDT News is a monthly compact-newspaper-style publication 
aimed at non-destructive testing technicians and inspection, 
condition monitoring and quality practitioners.

It incorporates the Branch bulletin of The British Institute 
of NDT, which was formerly a supplement known as NDT 
NEWS; and NewsLink, the newsletter of the International 
Association of Quality Practitioners (the IAQP).

Each month it is circulated free to BINDT and IAQP members 
– approximately 2500 in total – and each quarter (in the 
months of March, June, September and December) it is 
in addition circulated to all PCN certificate holders – an 
additional 7000.

The new NDT News thus forms a very attractive vehicle 
for advertisers and communicators who wish to penetrate 
this vital sector. Advertising reservations and editorial 
contributions are welcome. Please turn the page for 
advertising rates and further details.

NDT News is normally published on or about the 1st of 
the month of issue.
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Hired videoscope from Ashtead has starring role in new ITV drama

The production team behind a w a rd - w i n n i n g  a u t h o r Lynda La Plante’s latest thr i l ler  approached Ashtead Technology Rentals to hire a hi-tech videoscope to portray authentic crime investigation scenes during �lming.
La Plante Productions hired the recently-released Olympus IPLEX FX videoscope for the �lming of Above Suspicion, which is due to be aired in November.

This brand new videoscope is designed to meet the demands of the modern industrial inspection environment, providing tough, portable and intelligent remote imaging inspection. Advanced features include temperature resistance, measurement accuracy and an internal battery providing 2½ hours operating time.Cass Suther land, Head of Research at La Plante Productions, said: “The ethos of the company is to make every production as realistic as possible for the viewer. Just as the police use remote visual inspection equipment to investigate crime scenes without interfering with potential evidence, we needed an instrument to be used by the characters examining a crime scene in a similar fashion. This means that the videoscope is used to look under �oorboards or inside cavities and compartments, for example, and help to locate any concealed evidence.
“We found Ashtead Technology Rentals to be extremely helpful – 

they helped us to decide which v ideoscope would be most appropriate for our needs and then delivered the device quickly and e�ciently.”
Based on La Plante’s best selling novel, in which a female detective investigates a series of prostitute murders, the two-part drama stars Kelly Reilly and Ciaran Hinds.Ashtead’s General Manager, James  Car ly le ,  added :  “ The 

Olympus IPLEX FX is one of the newer additions to our remote visual inspection range and we are looking forward to seeing it in action on the small screen later this year. 
“ The IPLEX FX is a highly sophisticated videoscope and by o�ering it for hire we are helping customers to avoid the capital cost associated with buying the product outright.”

Johnson and Allen Ltd and Vibrant Corporation announce international joint venture

Fuji�lm installs computed radiography at the  V&A Museum

Vi b r a n t  C o r p o r a t i o n (Albuquerque, USA) along with Johnson and Allen Ltd (Sheffield, UK) have announced that the companies have formed a joint venture to provide Process Compensated Resonance Testing services and equipment to the United Kingdom. 
The new company, Vibrant NDT Ltd, will initially be based at the She�eld University Advanced Manufacturing Research Centre (AMRC). 

“The opportunity to partner with a proven partner in the UK, and to be located in the prestigious Factory of the Future at the AMRC (a joint venture between Boeing and She�eld University) is a dream come true for Vibrant,” said Vibrant Corporation President Lem Hunter. 

Fuji�lm has installed a Dynamix Series 4 Digital X-Ray Inspection System at the V&A (Victoria & Albert Museum) in London. The Dynamix Series 4 Image Plate Reader is easy to operate, very reliable and boasts Fujifilm’s pioneering high-resolution imaging reading technology. The Dynamix V4.0 Workstation guarantees instant inspection of quality images and boasts many post processing tools such as magni�cation, edge enhancement and measurements, which can be stored with the images, on the high capacity hard drive (up to 2000 high density images).  V&A is the world’s greatest museum of art and design, with 3000 years’ worth of amazing artefacts from many of the world’s richest cultures including ceramics, furniture, fashion, glass, jewellery, metalwork, photographs, sculpture, textiles and paintings. 

“Vibrant has been working with customers in the UK for nearly 2 years. The new company will allow us to be much more responsive to the needs of those customers and to rapidly expand our service o�erings.” 
Jon Johnson,  Director  of Johnson and Al len Ltd,  and now also one of the Directors of 

Paul Robins, Radiographer and Photographer at the Victoria and Albert Museum, commented: “The Fujifilm Dynamix System has been an immense benefit in providing digital �les for distribution 

Vibrant NDT Ltd, had this to say: “ This green technology offers  the prospect of changing the  face of NDT in many important a reas .  We a re  proud to  be involved.”
PCRT is a resonance-based technology that measures and compares minute vibrat ions introduced in a part.  Pattern r e c o g n i t i o n  t e c h n o l o g y  i s then applied to the resulting ‘resonance spectra’ of parts to determine if  the par t tested  is similar to known acceptable parts and free of the spectral variations associated with defective parts. Process Compensated Resonance Testing can not only �nd multiple defect types in one ‘scan’ but also sort components as to their overall strength, something which other forms of NDT struggle to achieve.

to conservators and curators for research and academic use. We can now view the results within a couple of minutes from exposure. We have dispensed with the cost of materials for producing radiographs 

A n n e  M a c I n n e s ,  E S R Technology’s Aviation General Manager, said: “We are delighted to welcome David to the team where his skills will re-enforce and further 

“PCRT is  environmental ly f r iendly  when compared to many existing techniques.  I t is fast and extremely accurate in rejecting defect parts. It has reduced total testing cost and increased production yield in  every application I have seen. It is exactly the kind of new technology we have been looking for at Johnson and Allen,” added Jon Johnson.
The test requires no chemicals, uses low energy and can ‘sort’ a par t within seconds using pattern recognition software. The software was developed by Los Alamos Laboratories in the US (who undertook a large part of the original A-Bomb development programme).

www.johnsonandallen.co.ukwww.vibrantndt.com

and have been able to eliminate the environmental issues associated with chemical processing.”If you would like to see how Fujifilm’s Dynamix System could revolutionise the way you work get in touch via the website www.fuji�lm.co.uk/ndt or call Bob McCarroll on 07836 526530. 

develop our portfolio of services in both civil and military aviation.”For further information about ESR  Technology  v i s i t  w w w.esrtechnology.com

The Olympus IPLEX FX is a highly sophisticated videoscope

Bob McCarroll, National Account Manager for Fuji�lm and Paul 
Robins, Radiographer and Photographer at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, looking at images on the Dynamix Workstation

La Plante Productions hired the recently-released videoscope from Ashtead for the �lming of Above Suspicion

Fuji�lm’s Dynamix V4.0 Workstation guarantees instant inspection of quality images
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A turbine rotor undergoing testing using the PCRT system

ESR Technology strengthens aviation team
UK technical consultancy recruits former BAE Systems Safety Manager to further broaden its capabilityESR Technology, one of the UK’s leading engineering, safety and risk management consultancies, has announced that David Lindley has joined its aviation team as a Principal Consultant.

Working from the company’s Warrington headquarters, Mr Lindley will be responsible for the delivery of a range of safety and risk consultancy services to ESR Technology’s global client base. His extensive expertise and experience includes safety engineering design, independent safety audits, quantitative risk assessments ,  major  hazards 

c o n s e q u e n c e  a n a l y s i s  a n d safety case development and management.
Prior to joining ESR Technology, Mr Lindley worked for BAE Systems for 10 years in a variety of senior safety engineering management roles.  Most recently he held  the position of Principal Aviation S a f e t y  M a n a g e r  a n d  w a s responsible for the maintenance, development and application of the Safety Engineering capability within BAE Systems’ business in Australia. In his earlier career Mr Lindley was a Senior Aircraft Engineer with the British Royal Navy for 10 years.  

Table-Top Exhibitionand Technical Workshop
19 - 20 November 2008Thistle Altens Hotel

Aberdeen
E-mail: bill@euroincon.comwww.bindt.org/Events/Branch_Meetings
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Safeguarding products made in ChinaSGS NDT Training Centre and PCN Authorised Qualifying Body o�cially launched in Shanghai

Following a comprehensive a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  a u d i t conducted by the Certi�cation Services Division of The British Institute of NDT (BINDT) against the demanding PCN CP9 criteria for Authorised Qualifying Bodies (AQB), on 14 July 2008 the SGS NDT Training & Examination Centre officially launched its services in Shanghai, China, and conducted its �rst ever NDT Training and PCN examinations.
SGS is able to conduct a range of PCN examinations in Shanghai and around the region, in both the English and Chinese languages, as the market demands. Examinations are graded by PCN authorised SGS examiners, and an examination results notice is issued to the candidate and to BINDT. On receipt of a results notice confirming success in the examination(s) attempted, BINDT will issue a PCN certi�cate, valid for 5 years, directly to the candidate. 

PCN certi�cation is recognised and accepted globally, and the PCN Scheme, which is accredited by the United Kingdom Accreditation Service (UKAS certificate 030), is an extremely reputable and highly respected certification scheme. PCN certi�cation of competence for Non-Destructive Testing and Condition Monitoring personnel is increasingly becoming the most commonly speci�ed quali�cation for NDT and CM personnel around 

the world. In fact, there are now PCN certificate holders living and working in over 56 countries worldwide, and PCN examinations are permanently or periodically available on �ve continents!“ The need for high quality NDT service in China is growing at such a rapid pace that this new service o�ered by SGS is essential to create the much needed availability of PCN / EN 473 certi�ed personnel in China. This vast market demands an improvement in the reputation, product quality and a more competitive edge in the international trade arena. The new services o�ered by SGS are essential for Chinese and International companies to manage the fuel growth of the economy,” Jason Scott, Director of SGS NDT Training & Examination Centre said. Jason has many years’ experience in the NDT industry and in particular, the PCN certi�cation scheme.The brand new SGS NDT Training & Examination Centre facility is conveniently located close to the Shanghai International Pudong airport at Kangqiao Industrial Zone, an area of around 700 m2. Training and examinations are available on a continuous, �rst come, �rst served basis with an ‘initial’ capacity of around 800 examinations per year. All courses will be held in Shanghai, or at clients’ premises should it be speci�cally requested.

Credit crunch drives market for hired instrumentsTh e  c u r r e n t  e c o n o m i c climate does not seem to have affected the market for instrument hire – Ashtead Technology Rentals reports a ‘boom in demand’ over the last few months as oil prices rise, house prices fall and the economic forecast becomes ever gloomier.Ashtead rents instruments for environmental monitoring, for health and safety checking, for testing materials in construction and manufacture, and for remote visual inspection in a wide variety of industries.
One might suspect that worries with the economy might force businesses to cut back on all expenditure, but as Ashtead’s General Manager James Carlyle says: “Nervousness and uncertainty certainly causes companies to reduce or delay capital expenditure. However, testing, monitoring and inspection work is vital for a number of reasons including regulatory compliance, quality control, health and safety, and environmental protection. So, even in di�cult times, this work still has to take place and be undertaken using appropriate technology. 

“It follows, therefore, that there should be a move to instrument rental rather than purchase as renting lowers �nancial risk and frees valuable capital.
“Of course this applies in normal market conditions, but in times of recession businesses examine their cost structure more closely than usual and quickly draw the conclusion that renting will help put them in a stronger position to weather any potential storm.”

A further reason for the growth in instrument rental is growth in the market itself; Ashtead has seen a steady trend away from instrument purchase to rental for the �nancial reasons outlined above, in addition to an expansion in demand for particular instruments employed in environmental monitoring, occupational hygiene and quality control.
Health and Safety at Work Regulations require employers and self-employed people to carry out a suitable and su�cient assessment of the risks for all work activities for the purpose of deciding what measures are necessary for safety.

For example,  in confined spaces the HSE advises: ‘It may be necessary to check that air is free from both toxic and flammable vapours and that it is �t to breathe. Testing should be carried out by a competent person using a suitable gas detector which is correctly calibrated.’
Ashtead’s �eet of instruments for health and safety assessments 

includes toxic gas detectors, par t icu late  moni tors ,  HVAC monitors, and instruments for the measurement of noise and vibration. These instruments come from world leading manufacturers such as RAE, BW Technologies, TSI Instruments, Thermo, Quest and Casella.
Companies with emissions to the environment have to comply with a raft of regulations that relate to the management of waste and emissions to air, land and water. Compliance inevitably involves monitoring with the most appropriate technology; this may involve the purchase of on-line monitors, but frequently necessitates an initial assessment followed by regular spot checks, so renting provides an opportunity to do so without investment in expensive instrumentation. I t also enables process operators to deploy the best available technology whenever they need it.

A s h t e a d ’ s  r a n g e  o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l  m o n i t o r i n g 

instruments includes water quality and �ow monitors, meteorological equipment, particulate and gas monitoring instruments for stacks and chimneys, ambient monitors and portable instruments for the assessment of gases, vapours and contamination in soil and land�ll sites.
These instruments are drawn from leading manufacturers such as YSI, Horiba, Sick Bernath, Casella, Innov-X and Geotechnical Instruments.

T h e  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d maintenance of manufacturing and processing plant is vitally important for existing equipment, particularly when capital expenditure budgets are under pressure.  Work ing lives may be extended and this places an increased emphasis on inspection procedures.
Rented instruments f rom Ashtead enable the accurate assessment of plant condition. For example, infrared cameras from leading manufacturer Flir are  commonly employed in the inspection of equipment with moving parts because the temperature of a component will usually rise before it fails. Similarly, high-speed cameras from Olympus enable the inspection of high-speed manufacturing processes such as a tin can production line, and Olympus endoscopes simplify the internal inspection of equipment such as engines or cooling towers.

In summary, as house builders, manufacturers and high street shops start to experience a fall in turnover, Ashtead’s instrument rental business is joining the ranks of those that can help ease the burden of a credit crunch.

Ashtead’s range of environmental monitoring instruments includes 
gas monitoring instruments

SGS AQB sta� from l-r: Jasmine Wang, Administrator and Invigilator 
(written exams); Amanda Shi, Administration Manager and Invigilator 
(written exams); Sam Xu, Examiner; Jason Scott, Director, NDT Training 
and Examinations (Co-ordinator and Examiner); Oliver Sun, Examiner; 
Carol Li, Administrator and Invigilator (written exams); Ramesh 
Narayanasamy, Chief Examiner; Shelley Xu, Quality Manager and 
Invigilator (written exams)
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Further developments at AGRThis month’s Insight carries a  p ro f i l e  o f  AG R  Fi e l d Operations – Manchester, the Winsford, Cheshire-based supplier of advanced ultrasonic equipment.
In further recent developments, the company has announced  the appointment of a number  of new staff. Louise Berry has  joined as Sales & Marketing Co-ordinator, Marc Wilk inson as Technical Sales, Marie Scott as Support Assistant and Yusuf H a s h a m  a s  a n  E l e c t r o n i c s Engineer.

“ These members  of  s taf f are already contributing to the current success story here at AGR Technology Design and are helping build the foundations as we take our good company to a great one!” says General Manager 

Mark Clark.
H a v i n g  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  a u d i t e d  a n d  a w a r d e d  t h e ISO9001:2000 quality accreditation, the company made it a trio of positive developments by opening new production facilities.T h e  p l a n s  a l s o  i n c l u d e a  dedicated meet ing room, training o�ce and canteen facility,  along with a focused area for c u s t o m e r s  a n d  t h e  s a l e s department. 

S a l e s  &  M a r k e t i n g Manager  Jack ie  Ber r y  adds : “Some of the basic faci l i t ies  such as a meeting and training room have been lacking due to space constraints and, with t h e  n e w  o f f i c e s  b e c o m i n g available, we are able to grow a n d  d e v e l o p  t h e  b u s i n e s s  the way our customers are dictating. 

Customers are demanding more of a ‘one stop shop’ approach when placing orders and part of this was to be able to o�er a training facility. This can also be o�ered as another revenue stream along with our current services and products that we provide.”
The ISO9001 award sends  

out a very positive statement “not only to our existing and prospective customers but also to our own dedicated sta� in showing our commitment towards quality and the importance we place on meeting our customers’ demands and needs,” says Mark Clark.“Gaining such an award shows that our sta� are competent and that a continuous quality control programme is in place that will allow our customers to trust and gain con�dence in every aspect of our business operations,” he continued.
“We understand that this is only the �rst small step and the only way to achieve such consistency and quality of service is for a continued support and belief in the system and bene�ts for all.”

www.agr.com

The AGR TD management team accepting the ISO award. L-R: Jon Kendrick, Mark Clark, Ian Baker and Jackie Berry
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